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King telephones Mubarak 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein telephoned 
Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak Friday evening and congratu- 
lated him on the election of Boutros Ghali to the post of U.N. 
secretary general (see story below). The conversation between the 
two leaders also covered the resumption of bilateral talks between 
Arab countries and Israel, proposed to take place in Washington 
on Dec. 4. 
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Zeid ’ s new government — mainstream 
riority to tackle democracy and economy 



Adnaa Aba Odeb 

Abu Odeh 

5 heads the 

* Royal 
s Court 

“* v AMMAN (J.T.) — The appointment 
-ut of Adrian Abu Odeh Thursday as 
« i chief of the Royal Court cam* as a 
tig* surprise to many observers. Only last 
Tuesday local newspapers reported 
that Mr. Abn Odeh would lead Jor- 
„ dan’s permanent delegation to the 
United Nations. That report had been 
“ L circulating for some time in Amman. 
m ' Mr. Abn .Odeh has held the post of 
Royal Court drief in the past but for 
i many years has been one of the 
1 closest aides ' of His Majesty King 
Hussein. 

The post of chief of the Royal 
Court, with very few exceptions, has 
“ always led the incumbent to form a 
gover nmen t. 

flE Informed sources said that Mr. 
0£ Abu Odeb was still tipped to be 
named Jordan's permanent delegate 
l, to die U-N. by nrid-Jamiary to re- 
place AbduHahSaleh. Many n a mes 

• were being drenlated but none of 
them oouki he confirmed as a poteo- 

"cz rial successor to Mr. Abu Odeh as 
03 z Royal Court chief, 
i g Mr. Odeh has a rep u tation as a 

5 -^dean politician. 

^ Karttki named advisor 

•tc 

6 

lE Another surprise was the appoim- 
' meat of the outgoing minister of 
culture, Dr. KtmBd KaraJri, as advisor 
to the King. 

as. The Royal decree appointing Dr. 
£ Karald (fid not specify his capacity as 
4 r an advisor cm whaL Dr. Kuald is a 
r former professor of Arabic literature 
7. at the University of Jordan. . 


By Nermeen Murad 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker's cabinet, 
which was sworn in Thursday, 
was described by officials and 
supporters as a m a ins t ream cen- 
tre government whose top priori- 
ties are to complete the “demo- 
cratic package" and to pursue the 
economic adjustment programme 
started by Sharif Zeicrs first gov- 
ernment in 1989. 

According to other analysts 
and observers, the composition of 
the new government and the ex- 
plicit guidelines set in His Majes- 
ty King Hussein’s letter of 
appointment to the prime minis- 
ter (seep age 4) indicate a return 
to mainstream conservative poli- 
tics. “This is a right of centre 
government succeeding a left-of- 
centre one," one observer said. 

The "slight regression” from the 
liberal, left-of-centre maiwnp of for- 
mer Prime Minister Taber Masri’s 
government, the analysts said, was 
warranted by the failed experiments 


of ruling with the backing of the right 
(as with Prime Minister Mndar Bad- 
ran) and joining forces with a divided 
and untried left (as the case was with 
Mr. Masri). 

"We are certainly a mainstream 
centralist government,” said a mem- 
ber of the new government, adding 
that this perception should not pre- 
judice the way the government’s poli- 
cies are perceived. 

“It has to be judged through its 
policies and decisions during the next 
six months," he said. “It may coni out 
to be more liberal m practice than we 
could imagine today." 

“The pendulum is in the cent r e 
right now,” said a former minister 
afro had watched the Sharif Zeid 
cabinet consultations closely. “The 
government mainly includes tradi- 
tional forces and as sudi it is to the 
right of Mr. Masri’s government if not 
a bit right of centre.” he -said. 

Officials and analysts agree that in 
the shape it has come in 'Sharif Zeid’s 
government, can present a strong 
front against the far right and far left 
and that its ideology-free makeup will 
liberate its derision-making process 
from ideological pressures. 

“The choices arc a bit freer,” a 
cabinet official said. “It is a mix with 


Abu Jaber welcomes U.S, 
and Israeli Labour Party 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Foreign Kfinister . 
Kamel Abu Jaber said Friday the 
position of the American Jewish com- 
munity calling for the acce p ta n ce of 
the land-for-peace' formula to resolve 
the Arab-Israeli conflict wQ] have a 
great effect on the Middle East peace 
process, which started in Madrid Oct. 


In an interview with Jordan Televi- 
sion, Dr. Abu Jaber said the position 
of die Jewish community (see page 2) 
wilt be influential on the peace pro- 
cess because of its effect on the 
derision-making process in the U.S. 
and in Israel itself. 

“I think it win have a great influ- 
ence in the fight of the fact that the 
Jewish co mmunit y in the U.S. is 
extremely important at least on two 
levels: The first is the policy-making 
process in the U.S. and the dose lies 
between the Jewish community and 
the Israeli lobby; the second level is 
on the policy-making in Israel itself,” 
be said. 

The foreign minister described this 
*hift m the position of the Jewish 
community as a step in the right 
direction. He said this shift also 
points to the clarity of vision of the 
Jewish communities ou t ri d e the U.S. 
“It also shows a kind of rationality 
and recognition of the reality that 


says that a just and lasting settlement 
of the Middle East problem and to its 
essence — should be reached,*’ he 
said. 

He reiterted Jordan’s positron 
calling for solring the Middle East 
conflict in accordance with U.N. 
Security Council Resolutions 242 and 
338. 

Dr. Abu Jaber said that there was a 
parallel shift taking place in the posi- 
tion of the Israeli Labour Party which 
Thursday voted to drop its rejection 
of the Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) and to recognise the 
"national rights” of the Palestinian 
people ( ace page 2). 

“Although this action by the, 
Labour Party is a step in the right 
direction, it still falls short of our 
aspirations,” be said. 

“At least there seems to be readi- 
ness on the ride of die other party to 
talk with rationality and realism," he 
said. 

In an earlier interview with the 
London-based Middle 0 East Televi- 
sion the foreign minister said the 
latest change in the- government will 
have no effect on the peace process. 

“Jordan is a state of institutions 
and there is continuity in its policies. 
So it is difficult to change policies 


no particular ideology or ideological 
colour, which allows us to use diffe- 
rent bands for different issues.” 

Other officials said that the new 
government's agenda will conc en trate 
on three internal priorities including 
the completion of the democratic 
package, introducing administrative 
reform in government institutions and 
a d dress i ng poverty and unemploy- 
ment. 

“Completing legislation which 
would institutionalise democracy is 
our foremost priority.. It should be 
completed in six months once and for 
aU,” one official raid. 

The analysts and observers ex- 
pected that the new prime minister 
wifl be able to press on with the 
democratic package, by both pushing 
legislation through Parliament and by 
strengthening public freedom, which 
both-the left and right had said they 
suffered Setbacks during the five 
months -of the Masri government 
“The new prime minister has both the 
. power and the authority to handle 
any violation of public, freedoms by' 
any security apparatus,” a cabinet 
minister saxL 

The second -priority for Sharif 
(Continued on page 2) 


. Jews’ stand 
decisions 

vis-a-vis root issues such as its policy 
on the peace process,” he said. 

He said that the joint Jordanian- 
Paiestinian delegation to the peace 
conference was reshaped, with one or 
two names unagreed upon yet. 

Syrian Foreign Mimstet Farouq 
Shares, he said, is scheduled to visit 
Amman soon for meetings on coordi- 
nating stands with the Jordanian and 
the Palestinian sides. He said Mr. 
Sharaa’s visit will be preceded by 
meetings between the joint delega- 
tion and the Syrian delegation to the 
bilateral talks. 

He said there was no plans for 
bokfing an extensive meeting for die 
foreign nrinistere of Arab v states in- 
volved in the peace process. 

Dr. Abu Jaber stressed that Jordan 
was holding extensive contacts with 
the co-sponsors of the conference, the 
U.S. and the Soviet Union, in addi- 
tion to Arab and friendly nations, to 
discuss the next steps to be taken. 

The Madrid conference, he said, 
was a s uc cess to all the Arab parties 
because the Palestinian cause was 
offered in a dear manner and in an 
un p re cedented detailed way. 

He said the settlement issue will be 
of the topics which will have priority 
In the bilateral talks. 


Shares of Parliament blocs shifted in Cabinet 


By Mariam M. Shahun 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The composition of 
the government of Sherif Zeid 
Ben Shaker marks a change to 
the right in political le an i n gs of 
the parliamentary component of 
the executive authority. 

The ch a nge is most notably 
matfa-d by the continued abs- 
ence of members of the 22- 
member Muslim Brotherhood 
Bloc. It is also significantly diffe- 
rent from the outgoing govern- 
ment of Taher Masri in that it 
mchvVc d eputies from the con- 
servative 18-member Constitu- 
tional Bloc. 

Sherif Zeid has named 10 de- 
puties as ministers in his 29- 
member cabinet. Of the 10 
four are mem- 
bers of die Constitutional Bloc, 


and four are members of the 
National Bloc, one represents 
the independent Islamic bloc (an 
> affianc e of seven deputies) and 
one is independent. 

The appointment of the four 
Constitutional Bloc members as 
ministers was seen as a major 
concession to the large and 
M wiiing ly powerful parliamen- 
tary coalition of mostly right- 
wing conservative deputies who 
bad been denied cabinet posi- 
tions in the cabinet of Taber 
Masri, according to parliamen- 
tary observers. 

Mr. Masri formed his first 
cabinet on Jane 19. He carried 
out a limited reshuffle on Oct. 4. 
Both cabinets excluded Constitu- 
tional Bloc members and could 
not convince the Muslim 
Brotherhood Bloc to join. 
Man; partianientary observers 


befieve that it was the “food" 
opposition of the members of die 
Constitutional Bloc and to a les- 
ser degree that of the Muslim 
Brotherhood that led to the res- 
ignation of Mr. Masri. 

While the Masri governmeot 
formed on June 19 had indnded 
five members of the Jordanian 
Arab Nationalist Democratic 
‘Alliance (JANDA) — two of 
them deputies — the Sherif Zeid 
government reduced the repre- 
sentation of tins political g ro up 
in the cabinet to two. Two other 
deputies from this alliance, 
known in Parliam ent as the 
Democratic Bloc, had resigned 
in protest over Jordan's parti- 
cipation in the Madrid peace 
talks. 

One member of the nine- 
member Democratic Bloc said 
that Sherif Zeid:: bad met with 


five members of the bloc, but did 
not ask them to join the govern- 
ment. 

“We were asked ooe question 
when we met with Sherif Zeid,” 
said Democratic Bloc deputy Ism 
Madanat. “We were asked 
whether we thought there was a 
difference between a govern- 
ment that was largely composed 
of deputies or one that was not. 
We said the go v er nm ent's prog- 
ramme and the e x ecutio n rathe 
p ro gra mme were more impor- 
tant than the compos ition,” Mr. 
Madanat told the Jordan Times. 
“There may have been a mis- 
understanding but we were not 
asked anything other than that.” 

The spokesman of the Muslim 
Brotherhood Bloc in parliament,. 
Ahmad Qtoadi Al Aarndeh, con- 
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The ‘Masri experience’ — lessons and signals 


This k the first in a series of articles analysing the , detnocratisation 
By iJMnin K. Andont three-year-old experiment 


THE FAILURE of fanner 
Prime Minister Taber Masri 
to for m a broad national 
coalition cabinet and his res- 
ignation are viewed by many 
analysts and politicians as a 
setback to the three-year-old 
demoraatisation p roce ss in 
Jor dan 

Although analysts do not 
see a dead end for the demo- 
crat} sation process, they 
voice serious concent that 
political pluralism will take a 
very stow pace unless there 


an parties c o nc e rned of the 


three-year-old experiment 
ami particularly tiro “Masri 
experience.” 

The short life of die Masri 
governmeot — it lasted for 
five months — in d i c a t ed that 
the political set-up in Jordan 
has not developed enough to 
allow for a broad-based gov- 
ernment re pre se nting the ma- 
jor trends in the Kin gdom. 

On the ate hand, the con- 
servative powers, which were 
dominant in the pre- 
democratisation era, have 
not faded away but are still 
p u t tin g up strong resistance 
to changes that might under- 
mine their prevfleges. On the 


other band the.morc liberal 
and progressive trends, in- 
cluding the organised left, 
have failed to assert a force- 
ful role to entrench the roles 
and practices of democratic 
po&ths. 

• Analysts and politicians 
differ in aportioning the 
blame. Some view the Masri 
experiment as a dear failure 
of the left ami liberals while 
others argne that the slow 
progress of procedures to in- 
stitutionalise political free- 
doms has lent new strength to 
“conservatism" and 
weakened the democratic ex- 
periment. 

The debate is likely to con- 
tinue for a long time to come. 


especially that the Masri 
cabinet was viewed from the 
very beginning as a crucial 
test to both the executive 
authority and opposition 
alike to cross the threshold to 
political pluralism. 

Moreover, the formation 
of the Masri government had 
raised high expectations ab- 
out its role in advancing 
democracy for three reasons: 

— First, Mr. Masri en- 
joyed wide rep u tation as a 
committed liberal and his 
attempt to form a cabinet 
rep rese n ting a wide affiance 
of pro-democratic trends. 

— Secondly, Mr. Masri 





Hb Majesty King Hussein and Hb Royal 
Al ‘Allan) 


Crown Prince Hassan with the cabinet of Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker (photo by Yousef 


Following is the test of the new cabinet: 

Prime Minister and Minister of Defence: Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 

☆ Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Education: Thouqan Al 
Htadawi 

fr Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Transport: Ah Subrimat 
ft Foreign Mmister.-Kamel Abu Jaber 

☆ Minister of Industry and Trade: AbAdoh Easoar 

☆ Minister of Higher Education: A wad Kblrifht 

•ft kfinister of Tourism and Antiquities: Yanal ffftuit 

☆ Minister of State for Prime Ministry Affairs: Ibrahim InwKne 

☆ Minister of Finance: Basel Jardaneh 

☆ Minister of Planning: Ziad Fans 

☆ Minister of Justice: Yousef MbaMeea 

☆ Minister of Labour Abdid Karim Al Kabariti 
•ft Minister of Communications: Jamal Al Sanureh 

* kfinister of Public Works and Housing: Saad Hayel Suroor 


Washington invites Israel, 
Arabs to talks Dec. 4 


By Ghadcer Taber 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The next round of 
Arab-Israeli bilateral talks will 
begin in Washington, D.C., on 
Dec. 4, Foreign Minister Kamel 
Abu Jaber said Friday. 

Dr. Abo Jaber said be had 
received an official invitation to 
this effect Friday from U.S. 
ambassador Roger Harrison. 

Dr. Abu Jaber, who headed 
the joint Jordanian-Palestinian. 
delegation to the Middle East 
peace conference which opened 
in Madrid on Oct. 30, said the 
invitation does not specify a time 
frame for the negotiations. 

Dr. Abu Jaber was the first 
official to formally announce the 
receipt of an invitation setting the 
date and venue* of the second 


round erf bilateral negotiations 
which began in Madrid. 

An unidentified Palestinian 
negotiator was earlier quoted as 
saying in Jerusalem that U.S. 
of fic ia ls bad notified the Palesti- 
nians that the talks would start 
Dec. 4 in Washington but that 
they had not yet received an 
official invitation. But Dr. Hanan 
Ashrawi, the Palestinian delega- 
tion’s spokeswoman, later 
announced that the talks would 
take place in Washington on Dec. 
4. 

Dr. Ashrawi told journalists 
after meeting U.S. Consul 
General Molly Williamson in 
occupie d Jerusalem that the in- 
vitation was issued in Amman to 
Faisal Al Husseini, head of the 


Shamir: Settlements 
will be on the table 


ft kfinister of Water and Irrigation: Samir Kawar 

☆ kfinister of State: Jamal HadStha Al Khrebheh 
ft kfinister of Interior: Jawdat Al Sboul 

ft Minister of Energy and Mineral Resources: Ah Abal Ragbeb 
ft Minister of Youth: Saleh Irdrehlal 

☆ kfinister of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs: innMfai Al Khafh* Al 
Thmhai 

ft Minister of Municipal and Rural Affairs and the Environment: 
Abdid Razzaq Tubefeifaal 

ft kfinister of Information: Mahmoad Al Sharif 

ft kfinister of State for Parliamentary Affairs: Atef Al Butowfa 

* kfinister of State: Sultan Al Udwan 

* kfinister of Culture: Mahmoud Al Sum 

* kfinister of Supply: Mohammad Al Saqqaf 

* kfinister of Health: Artf Al Batafeeh 

ft kfinister of Agriculture: Fayez Khasawneh 

ft kfinister of Social Development: Anrin Awad Masbaqbeh 


World 
acclaims 
Ghali as 
U.N. chief 

Combfeaed agency despatches 

EGYPT’S Boutros Ghali won 
world acclaim Friday as the next 
United Nations chief, but Cairo’s 

<£plomatk: triumph met silence ‘m 

Israel and Iraq, both sharp critics Brmtros Ghali 

jof U.N. policies. dates, were disappointed. 

! He was bailed as the first Un- Dr. Ghali, 69, was selected by 

'rted Nations secretary-general the 15-nation Security Council on 
from the African continent Thursday. Reaction was awaited 
The Organisation of African from the United States which 
Unity (OAU) called the selection kept a low profile before the 
a victory for Africa although appointment. The Soviet Union 
African states like Zimbabwe and 

Nigeria, which fielded rival candi- ' (Cantiuwd on page 5) 


Palestinian delegation 
heads for Moscow 



WASHINGTON (R) — Israeli 
Prime kfinister Yitzhak Shamir 
said Friday he would be witting to 
discuss the futnre of Israeli settle- 
ments in die occupied territories 
in peace negotiations with Arabs. 

Mr. Shamir told rep orters after 
meeting President George Bosh: 
“The settlements are a part of the 
terri torial problem and the ter- 
ritorial problem will be discusse d 
and negotiated in the negotia^ 
tions.” . 

But Mr. Shamir said die date 
and venue for a resumption of 
negotiations still needed further 
discussion. 

“I think we have some ques- 
tions to be elaborated and to 
.discuss again,” he said; 

* The State Department said la- 
ter it had invited Israel and the 
Arabs to resume the talks in- 
Washington. 

,Mr. Shamir said the Israeli ride 
would not 'make- any announce- 
ment. Israel had pressed hard for 
the talks to be held in ‘the Middle 
East and Mr. Shawm- wrf ttwc 


week he thought Washington was 
too far from foe region, although 
he was wiltin g to consider Cyp- 
rus. 

Mr. Shamir has constantly re- 
jected any call to freeze Israeli 
settlements in the occupied terri- 
tories or to gjve up the territories 
in exchange for peace treaties 
with tiie Arabs. 

In comments to reporters be- 
fore meeting Mr. Shamir, the 
U.S. President said he wanted 
U.S.-Israeli relations on a strong 
footing. 

“We’ll have a free-flowing dis- 
cussion,” the prestdeot said. “I 
have great respect for him. I want 
to be sure that the U.S.-Israeli 
relations are on a strong-as- 
poarible path. The way to do this 
is to have an open-flow discus- 
skm.” 

Mr. Bush has yet to say 
whether he will support Israel's 
request for $10 biffion in U-S- 
loan guarantees to help settle 

il m w i m a 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A high-ranking 
Palestinian delegation left Amman 
for Moscow Friday to bold talks with 
Soviet officials on issues related to 
convening the next phase of the Mid- 
dle East peace proces s . The delega- 
tion c omp ri se s head of the Guidance 
Committee of the Palestinian delega- 
tion Frisal Hhsseun and leader of the 
Palestinian negotiating »w>m Haidar 
Abdul Shafi and members Sami Al 
IGlani and Samir Abdullah. The de- 
legation also included Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) Execu- 
tive Committee members Mxhmotmd 
Abbas, Yasser Abed Rabbo and 
Stdriman Al Najjab. 

Palestinian delegates Mamdouh Al 
Aker and Saeb Erekai left Friday to 
the West Bank. 

PLO sources said the organisation 
was seeking a direct rote in the 
Middle East peace process. 

“There will be a delegation to 
Moscow of some members of die 
PLO Executive Committee and some 
members of the Palestinian delega- 
tion (to peace talks) leaving on Fri- 
day,” Mr. Abed Rabbo said before 
tearing for the Soviet capital. 

PLO in Amman and Tunis 

told Reuters the PLO, barred from 

• - n. _ 


because Israel refuses to speak to it, 
wanted to be directly r ep re se nted in 
the next phase — multflateral talks 
between Israel and the Arabs on 
regional issues. 

A senior PLO official told Reuters 
the public admission of the make-op 
of the delegation to Moscow was a 
deliberate signal that the organisation 
planned to increase its profile. 

Israel bans contacts with the PLO 
— mdudlng those by Palestinians in 
the occupied territories. 

“The Americans told us to dis- 
appear a link bit before and during 
the Madrid talks... we gave this to 
them in Madrid but we rixmld not do 
this forever,” said the official, pfo 
was quoted by Reuters. “Our interest 
now is to show that the PLO has ora 
disappeared. It will rise again gra- 
dually ” said the offici * 

The head of the PLO information 
. department in Turns said the delega- 
tion would ask Moscow that the 
“PLO should be overtly represented” 
at the multilateral, talks. 

“(U.S. Secretary of State) James 
Baker made that promise -to the 
Pales tini ans on the baas that multi- 
lateral talks win have on the a g-mfa 
the refugees question ” Jama Hilal 
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Israeli fait accomplisnot 
irreversible— Abdul Shafi 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

• Jordan Times- Staff Reporter j 

AMMAN — Jewish settlements 
and other "facts on the ground” 
created by Israel in the occupied 
Arab territories should not be 
considered as permanent fixtures 
became they are “illegal,” the 
head of die Palestinian delegation 
to the Arab-brael peace talks 
said before leaving to Moscow. 

“Nothing that has been estab- 
lished on the ground in Palestine 
is irreversible because everything 
that has been established has 
been established by force and is 
thus illegal, “ Dr. Haidar Abdul 
Shafi said a few hours before 
leaving Amman for talks with 
Soviet Foreign Ministry officials 
there. 

Dr. Abdul Shafi, along with 
other Palestinian peace delegates, 
.and senior Palestinian officials, 
were to discuss the Soviet role in 
enabthu the peace process to, 
succeed on the basis of a peace for 
land formula with newly' re- 
appointed Soviet Foreign Minis- 
ter Edward Sbevenia dze 

Dr. Abdul Shafi praised Mr. 
Shcvemadze for tus “strong” 
leadership qualities that he 
showed while, serving as foreign 
minister duringHbis previous term' 
in- that post. 

The Palestinian delegation, 
-representing' Palestinian com- 
munities in the occupied territor- 
ies and in the diaspora/ were 
invited to Moscow prior to the 
switch ' in the post of foreign 
minister. 

The Pal estinian officials would 


also discuss the Palestinian posi- 
tion and bilateral issues with the 
"Soviets. “We will take this oppor- 
tunity to relay our position direct- 
ly to the Soviet officials,” Dr. 
Abdul Shafi told the Iordan 
Times. 

“Edward Shevernadze has de- 
monstrated in the past that be is a 
very able politician and we hope 
be wiD be an asset to the success 
of the peace process which his 
country has co-sponsored,” Mr. 
Abdul Shafi' added. 

Dr. Abdul Shafi, a physician 
and head of the Medical Associa- 
tion in Gaza, said the success of 
the peace process depended on 
Israel’s attitude. 

“We must wait and see if there 
win be a breakthrough iif the 
negotiations,” he said. “We have 
yet to see if Israel is willing to 
withdraw from the occupied terri- 
tories and give peace a chance.” 

"1 think basically the only thing 
that would change the Israeli 
attitude is American economic 
pressure. This would be the most 
effective type of pressure. They 
(Israel) are badly in need of 
financial aid,” Dr. Abdul Shafi 


These included the mayor of Tel 
'Aviv and former minister Ezer 
Wrizmaim, be added. 

Dr. Abdul Shafi said be be- 
lieved that the Palestinian delega- 
tion's performance in Madrid had 
a positive effect on the ‘Yank and 
file” in Israel and tbs is bound to 
show up sooner or later in the. 
polls. Over 50 per cent- of Iaaelis 
are against the continued pre- 
sence of Israeli troops in tbe West 
Bank and Gaza, Dr. Abdul Shafi 
said. 

A change in opinion in Israel 
would not necessarily oust Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir from 
power in tbe next elections, be 



“A worsening economic situa- 
tion in Israel will in turn create 
pressure on the Israeli govern- 
ment from within. It will have a 
domino effect,” Dr. Abdul Shar if 
said. 

Some members of the Israeli 
political establishment, even 
some members of tbe Likud par- 
ty, support a two-state solution, 
according to Dr. Abdul Shafi. 


“There wiD be pressure on him 
(Mr. Shamir) during the next 
elections if brad wSTbe isolated 
dnrifag the 'next round of tajjfcs, 
but they* (Israelis) win -stOT sup- 
port a Likud government,” Dr. 
Abdul Shafi explained.” Because 
Shamir can impose changes on 
Israeli society and ask people to 
make concessions which are not- 
very popular, and because of the 
nature of his character he has the 
dout to do that.” 

Asked if the preferred Mr. 
Shamir Over Labour Party leader 
Shimon Peres Br. Abdul Sharif 
said. “I prefer if S hamir stay£ 
beeaac I know what he thinks and 
I know he has the strength to 
cany out a decision and to stick 
with it” Mr. Peres , Dr. Abdul 
Shafi said, was not as strong a 
leader as Mr. Shamir. 

Dr. Abdul Shafi said that his 
native Gaza would need major 
financial help to rebuild it’s in- 


Haidar Abdul Shall 

frastructure which had been neg- 
lected for decades. A substantial 
part of tbe $76 million European 
Community grant to die West 
Bank and Gaza would go to 
rebuild health and educational as ’ 
.well as indrstriaf infrastructure 
in Gaza, Dr. Abdul Shaif said.' 

The European Community 
; grant is substantially higher than 
the one provided by the commun- 
ity to the Palestinians under 
occupation in 1990. The 1990 
figure was some $12 million, 
brad on the other hand received 
$203 mfllion in loam with pre-- 
ferential interest rates from the 
co mmuni ty. 

A new infrastructure would 
have be built to deal with an 
1 eventual influx of peoples to die 
te m tona . if the refogee question 
was dealt with in the framework 
of U.N. Resolution 194. 

Asked if be thought the U.N. 
resolution of 1949, which calls for 
a return of the refugees to die 
areas they fled in 1947-48 or 
compensation, would be im-' 
ptemented he said if brad is 
planning to bring in three miiHnn 
more Jews “then why not bring 
back tbe refugees that want to 
come back.” 


Libyan accused of bombing says he is innocent 


ROME (AP) — One of two 
Libyans accused of the 1988 
bombing of Pan Am Flight 103 
pver Lockerbie, Scotland, de- 
clared he had nothing to do with 
die attack and suggested in a 
radio interview Thursday dial be 
had been named by mistake. 

Meanwhile, BBC-TV reported 
Thursday night that Libyan Fore- 
ign Minister Ibrahim A1 Bishari 
-had formally rejected a British 
request to extradkt the two Li- 
byans. Tbe television did not ate 
its source for the report. 

Lamen Khalifa Fhunah, in an 
interview with Radio Monte Car- 
lo, said he left his job with Libyan 
Arab Airlines in malta three 
months before the attack. 

Mr. Fhimah and Abdul Basset 
Ah Megrahi have been charged in 
the United States and Scotland 
with the bombing that killed 270 
people. 

U.S. and Scottish investigators 
allege the two are Libyan intelh- 
gence agents who used stolen Air 
Malta luggage tags to put a bomb- 
rigged suitcase on a flight to 
Frankfurt where it was transfer- 
red to the Pan Am flight. 

Libya has denied the allega- 
tions and BBC-TV, in its report 
Thursday night, said the Libyan 
foreign minister called for an 
urgent meeting of the Arab 
League to discuss the allegations. 

“I was very surprised when I 
beard my name on the radio and 
other mass media...,” Mr. Fhi- 
mah said in the interview that the 
radio said was conducted Thurs- 
day in Tripoli. "This is a slander 
of my reputation and myself 
which affects my family, employ- 
ment and treatment.” 

He said it was easy to fabricate such 
a charge against an airport em- 
ployee. 

"I was indeed responsible for 
directing Libyan Arab Airlines in 
Malta, specifically during the 
period... up to 30th September 
1988. However, my work there 
was over almost three months 
before the incident,” he said, 
den ying be had anything to do 
with the bombing. 

“I am neither an intelligence 
fmm nor a politician. I am simply 


a decent employee,” be said. 
"Consequently, I want to defend 
myself and my reputation... 
Moreover, I want to sue those 
who are behind these false 
accusations. I am ready to appear 
before any Libyan court to refute 
these accusations, because I am a 
Libyan dtnen and I am subject to 
all my country's laws.” 

He said he would not hand 
himself over to the Americans 
becuas be did not trust diem. 

U.S. investigators said two 
pieces of electronic circuit board 
found in the search of the Pan' 
Am debris, led them to Libya. 
One piece belonged to a radio 
that contained did bomb and the 
other to a timing device sold to 
Libya. 

They said clothing inside the 
bomb-rigged suitcase was bought 
on Dec. 7, 1988, at Mary’s 
House, a store in Malta located 
just 300 .metres from the hotel 
where Mr. Megrahi stayed. 

Tbe investigators also said they 
came across a diary kept by Mr. 
Fhunah, 39. They said a Dec. 15t 
entry in the diary said that Mr. 
Megrahi "is coming from Zurich” 
and ‘Hake taggs (sic) from Air 
Malta." 

“I have nothing to do with 
these fabricated charges. Praise 
be to God, the Maltese airline’s 
statement and the Maltese prime 
min ister's statement acquit me of 
tins charge,” he said. 

Mr. Fhunah was referring to 
statements by Air Malta and Mal- 
tese Prime Minister Edward 
Fenech Adami that they believed 
there was no evidence to support 
the allegation that the bomb- 
rigged suitcase began the journey 
in Malta or that stolen Air Malta 
tags were used. 

“This is against my principles 
and the values with which I was 
raised and which do not permit 
me to kill an innocent soul,” he 
said. 

“If they have other scores to 
settle with Libya, let them look 
for a means other than defaming ' 
innocent people and stigmatising 
my reputation,” Mr. Fhimah 
said. 

U.&. jawitigstwi of the boating' 


have* found evidence implicating 
the Syrian-backed Ahmad Jrbrfi’s 
guerrilla group in the attack, but 
declined to make their findings 
public, Israel television' reported 
Wednesday. 

The investigators have said 
there was no evidence of Syrian 
involvement 

But tbe television said Amer- 
ican investigators have disco- 
vered "incriminating evidence” 
showing that Mr. Jibril’s Popular 
Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine-General Command was 
also linke d to the attack. 

“Tim information was transfer- 
red several days ago by a U.S. 
administration representative to a 
representative of tbe Israeli gov- 
ernment,” the television report 


"The Americans d id not ex- 
plain why the findings (testifying) 
against Jibril and Syria were not 
made public,” it said. 

Israelis have long suspected 
that Mr. Jibril’s organisation was 
involved in the Pan Am bombing, 
and have said the outcome of the 
Lockerbie investigation appeared 
to be an American attempt to 
dear Syria against tbe back- 
ground of tiw U.S.-sponsored 
Middle East peace negotiations. 

The television said that follow- 
ing an Israeli appeal, the U.S. 
administration has clarified that it 
does not plan to exdude Syria 
from its list of countries that bade 
“te r rorism.” 

- US. invmigtims are still pmsuin g 
any leads that amid prove Syrian 
or Iranian involvement in *tte 
bombing, Bush administration 
officials told relatives of the vic- 
tims. 

President George Bush's 
, spokesman. Marlin Fitzwater, 
said Thursday that the adminis- 
tratkra has not made a formal 
request for -Libya to extradite the 
two suspects in the case. "We 
don't want to give a timetable. 
We're stiQ in consultations,” he 
said. 

Family members met with offi- 
cials Wednesday at the State De- 
partment and voiced dismay over 
President Bush's swift dismissal 
of possible Syrian involvement in 


the bombing. 

Their comments led to a tense 
exchange with Under-Secretary 
of State Lawrence Eagleburger. 

Mr. Eagleburger said that 
when one member of the group 
complained about tbe president’s 
comment, he responded, “yon 
have not called tbe president and 
me bars, but you land of come 
dose to it. I just want you to 
know we are not in the business 
of lying to the American people.” 

“I don’t think it was heated,” 
he said of the exchange. “It was 
somewhat emotional.” 

When two Libyan intelligence . 
officials were indicted, Mr. Bosh 
commented that early in the in- 
vestigation "a lot of people 
thought it was Syrians.” 

“The Syrians took a bom rap 
.(were falsely accused) on tins,” 
die president said. 

“Some of the relatives were 
offened by dial, remark,” said 
Paul Hudson, president of fami- 
lies of Pan- Am 103/Lockerbie. 
Mr. Eagleburger stood by his 
own remarks. 

“What I was trying to, do and 
say and said as best I can is I 
understand the agony but you 
have to understand that we are 
saying to you is Syrian complicity 
in this is not proved on the basis 
of anything that we’ve seen,” said 
Mr. Eagleburger. 

Mr. Hudson’s group was one of 
three that met at the State De- 
partment with officials from the 
Justice and State De pa rtm ents 
for a briefing about the indict- 
ment 

He said they received “ft very 
detailed briefing,” with - no new 
substantive information, but 
some additional details. 

The White House said last 
week it was studying possible 
sanctions against Libya. Officials 
did not rule out tbe use of force. 

Tbe officials told the families 
tbe United States was talking to 
other countries to determine, 
what economic sanctions could be 
imposed. 

The family members said they 
urged the officials to impose 
^swift and meaningful” sanctions 
*on Libya. 


Labour drops opposition to PLO and 
recognises Pales tinian ‘national rights’ 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir and the 
main opposition Labour Party 
have dramatically sharpened 
their differences on policy to- 
wards the Palestinians and neigh- 
bouring Arab countries. 

Labour Thursday dropped its 
longtime opposition to talks with 
die Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (FLO) and recognised 
die "national rights” of Palesti- 
nians. 

The change, backed by a 
Labour congress? followed weeks 
of haggling between doves and’ 
hawks over the party platform 
ahead of national ejections doe to 


American 
Jews split 
on Israeli 
policies. 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Amer- 
ican Jews are deeply divided ab- 
out Israel’s policies, a split be- 
tween hawks and doves more 
pronounced since Israel began 
peace talks with the Arabs. 

The differences have widened a 
crack in the consensus among the 
six million U.S. Jews who once 
formed an almost solid front in 
whose eyes Israel could do no 
wrong. 

Their support is critical for 
Israel, because of their financial 
contribution' and influence with 
the U.S. administration and Con- 


laraeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir, meeting with American 
Jewish leaders tins week, is get- 
ting mixed messages. 

Most board members of the 
council of Jewish federations be- 
lieve Israel should trade lanti for 
“credible” gu ara n te es of peace 
with tiie Arabs, according to a' 
survey published cm the eve of his 
speech. Mr. Shamir spoke to 
them Thursday in Baltimore, 
Maryland. 

The survey was conducted 
under the auspices of the WflAein 
Institute of the University of 
Judaism in Los Angeles. It found 
85 per cent of the respondents 
disagreeing with Mr. Shamir’s in- 
sistence on keeping every inch of I 
land in die West Bank, Gaza 
Strip and the Golan Heights. * 1 

Seventy-four per cent said that 
after Palestinians have enjoyed 
several years of peaceful self- 
rule, they should be allowed to 
create a homeland. Mr. Shamir 
and his government reject an 
independent Palestinian state. 

Betweefi 66 per cent and 78 per 
cent favoured a freeze on new 
Jewish settlements in the occu- 
pied territories, in return for 
either U.S. guarantees of money 
to help settle Soviet Jews in brad 
or for an end. to the Palestinian 
uprising against brad. 

The survey covered 205 of the 
339 board members, described as 
mostly men, aged 55 on average, 
with a median household income 
over $200,000 and annual con- 
tributions of $20,000 or more to 
Israel. 

Their answers reflected grave 
concern for brad's safety and 
mistrust of Arab intentions. For 
example, 84 per cent said braefa'’ 
troops should remain in key areas 
of the West Bank and Gaza to i 
defend against attack. 

The survey took into consid- 
eration a 4.36 per cent margin of 
error. 

It drew immediate cr i tici sm 
from pro-Israel lobbyists, who 
noted that one of the survey’s two 
directors is a scholar wefl-known 
for anti-Shamir views. Professor 
Seymour Martin Lipset of 
George Mason University. 

"He’s not a pollster. He’s an 
advocate,” said Morris Amitay, a 
respected voice among American 
Jewish activists. 


take place within a year. 

In a hardline speech to Amer- 
ican Jewish leaders Thursday Mr. 
Shamir assailed the Arab states. 

"We live in an unstable, un- 
democratic, militaristic region 
where force is king, terrorism is 
endemic and hatred 0 s ) univer- 
sal,” Mr. Shamir declared. 

“The new world order has not 
reached the Middle East.” 
Labour, like Mr. Shamir’s haw- . 
kbh Likud parly, had traditional- 
ly dismissed the PLO as a “terror- 
ist” group bent cm Israel’s des- 
truction. Labour was tbe domi- 
nant force is Israel until losing to 
the Likud in 1977. 


Tbe Labour congress stopped 
short of endorsement of a Palesti- 
nian state, but Palestinians use 
“national rights" as a codeword 
for statehood. 

Labour, under whose adminis- 
tration the first Jewish settle- 
ments in the occupied lands were 
established, now calls for a one- 
year freeze in settlement activity. 
Mr. Shamir has repeatedly dbs- 
. miMwd U.S. and Arab pleas for a 
suspension of settlement. 

Labour further distanced itself 
from the ruling coalition on 
Thursday by becoming the first 
major Israeli party to advocate 
separation of church and state. 


Sharif Zeid government 


(Cauthued from page 1) 

Zeufs government, acconiing to offi- 
cials, is ad ministra tive reform in the 
government bureaucracy. “This does 
not mean that public servants wfll be 
changed but it means that we will 
address the whole system in a com- 
prehensive and scientific manner,’' a 
senior official explained. 

On the economic front, while the 
gover nm ent is to the eco- 

nomic adjustment programme agreed 
upon with the loteraaliooal Monetary 
Fund (IMF), “our policies on this 
level will be compassionate with the 
social aspect of our ecooomy,” the 
official ywH 

“We w31 be definitely applying the 
proper steps towards free market 
ecooomy but we will address these 
two major issues (poverty and unem- 
ployment) ' quickly,” he added. 

He said that wide the economic 
team in the cabinet predicted a three- 
per cent growth in the Jordanian 
economy by next year, “we will take 
measures to alleviate the social suffer- 
ing resulting from the economic re- 
percussions of the Gulf crisis.” 

Although the c han g es in the gov- 


ernment’s makeup only affected half 
of the cabinet — since 14 members of 
Mr. Masri's government were re- 
tained — the new Council of Minis-, 
ters “pacified more elements from tbe 
traditional forces in die government 
and sought to separate the Palestinian 
identity from die Jordanian one," 
said an analyst. - 
The naming of Thouqan Hindawi 
as deputy prime mimstc? and minister 
of education, after he led the trarfi-, 
tionabsts’ campaig n a pimt Mr. Mas- 1 
if s gov ern ment in Parl ia m ent , was 
perceived by critics as “awarding dis- 
section.” 

■ Yet supporters and officials dismis- 
sed this accusation saying that Sharif 
Zeid "played by the rales of the 
democratic game by gaining the sup- 
port of parthunentary blocs who cater 
to bis government's patioes.” 

At the same time, officials admit- 
ted that the government is- decidedly 
East Jordanian in its makeup ex- 
plaining this. choree as another effort 
to distinguish the Palestinian identity 
by separating it from the Jordanian 
one, especially while the Arab-Israeli 
peace negotiations are continuing. 


The ‘Masri experience’ 


(Continued from page 1) 

had pledged in his cabinet’s program- 
me to completely repeal martial law 
and lift all restrictions on the freedom 
of political activities and expression. 

Mr. Masri's success in securing tbe 
backing of die Jordan Arab National 
Democratic Alliance (JANDA), 
winch includes the major organised 
opposition as well as liberals 
in the c ou n try , was a major achieve- 
ment that at the time pro mi sed to 
contribute much to tbe evolving poli- 
tical process in the Kingdom. 

Yet at the «mc time, Mr. Masri 
was. practically challenging many 
powen that were and Mill are at play 
m foil swing as hsfaflnre proved. Hh 
task was made more difficult by the 
fact that his cabinet was the first to 
take the sensitive task of entering 
negotiations with Israel and later to 
pursue unpopular econom ic measures 
inspired fay the International Monet- 
ary Fund (IMF) to redress Jordan’s 
foreign debts. 

The latter two tasks were effective- 
ly used by both the Muslim Brother- 
hood and traditional conservative 
trends against Mr. Masri. 

Mr. Masri had apparently hoped to 
make op for ins earlier relatively 
weak parfiameatary vote of confi- 
dence— 48 out of 80 — by relying on 
a broader base among the liberals, 
leftists and secular trends outside tbe 
legislative bouse. 

According to politicians who know 
Mr. Masri wen the ex-premier re- 
sented the conservative changes that 
the Brotherhood’s ministers in the 
former cabinet of Modar Badran — 
were trying to implement. According 
to the same sources, Mr. Masri has 
for long believed that a coalition with 
tbe other organised parties was neces- 
sary to c oun t e rweigh the dominant 
role of the Muslim Brotherhood. 

However, that did not mean that 
Mr. Masri advocated or supported 


measures to curb the political free- 
dom of tiie Brotherhood as many 
leading members of die movement 
believe. (This issue wifi be dealt with 
later). 

The fact remains that Mr. Masri 
placed himself at the forefruul of a 
movement to con f ront the perceived 
attempts by the Brotherhood “to 
impose conservative codes on the life 
style of Jordan,” according to one 
source. 

But as the experience has shown, 
Mr. Masri’s attempt to rock the did 
rales of the game — where the. 
Brotherhood was tbe longstanding' 
uneasy ally of the system to counter , 
the left — fofled because he coukl noL, 
secure the broad coalition he wanted^ 

Mr. Masri’s Palestinian origin, 
combined with his liberal line, 
a ccord i ng to analysts, also antago- 
nised traditional conservative East 
Bank forces who feared what they 
saw as Palestinian dominance. 

In retrospect, Mr. Masri's experi- 
ence was a very serious test for 
political pluralism, die Jordanian- 
Palcstinlan relationship, and the 
Jordanian left. 

-His resignation, however, did not 
reflect his personal failure as modi as 
it exposed the serious loopholes and 
weaknesses in the democratic experi- 
ment as wcD as other sensitive issues 
governing domestic politics in Jordan. 

The peace process and the econo- 
mic crisis, according to the analysts, 
have provided a framework that at 
times aggravated the internal contra- 
diction at work against Mr. Masri. 

The analysts beheve that the peace 
talks with Israel and the state of the 
economy will continue to the major 
sources of contention that any gov- 
ernment has to deal with — but in tbe 
case of Mr. Masri the two issues made 
his attempts to lay new rule for 
domestic politics more complicated, if 
,not impossible. 


Shares of blocs shifted in cabinet 


( Co nti nued from page 1) 

firmed that bis bloc had been 
asked to join Sberif ZekFs gov- 
ernment on more Hm one occa- 
sion. 

“We were asked to join the 
government several times,” Mr. 
Azaideh told the Jordan Times. 
“But we cannot join any govern- 
ment that participates in peace 
'talks with Israel. So for us there 
was never a question whether we 


'would join tills go ver nm ent.” 

The 14-member National 
Bloc, a coalition of estohKahm^nf 
liberals, retained four of the five 
cabinet posts that they held in 
the Masri government while the 
independent Islamist bloc re- 
tained one of two seats it had. 

Of the original 10 minister/ 
deputies that were in tire Masri 
government including Mr. Masri 
— four have been held over in 
the Sharif Zeid government. 
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on some questions they had to tf < 
Americans. * 

“We have to omaiW it *n. u* 


refuse it.” 

Dr. Ashrawi said one 
issues concerned relations 
tween foe United States and tl>. 
Palestme Liberation Organb v^ ' 
tion (PLO). 

"There are several proNeu/^ 
Tbe first problem is that their rjjj s 
not U.S. -PLO dialogue at * 

sent... and we do have a 
problem for tbe Palestinian fearer 
endup,” she said. 

Some PLO leaders have rute^-ei* 
out holding talks in Was! 
before the United States 
dialogue with the o rganisatio n ( 

Israeli Prime Minister YrtehaWV l 
Shamir was meeting U.S. Pre* 
dent George Bush in Wastage n 
later Friday to discuss the piSf ff £ 
process, including the venue V 
the talks. 


the talks. S) jT 

Israel Radio said Israeli 
dais were upset that the veuw 1 .^ 
and date for the bilaterals 
made public before Mr. Shanm^* 


meeting with Mr. Bush. 
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Me te orology. 
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Amman 10 1 23 
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Jordan VaSey 15/28 
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...... 600/300 

220/160 - 

278/230 

420 / 360 

__ 160/ OO- 


Grapes 

Ooava 


Marrow (targe) 
Marrow (small) 

Okra 

Onion ( dry) ..... 

SK rBU" 

Potato 


Tomatoes 

Wstamefan 
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Queen Noor, Princess Basma 
meet German minister 

Development Ministry. 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — Her Majesty 
Queen Noor Thursday received 
the German Minister for Families 
and Senior .Citizens, Hannelore 
Roensch, and briefed her on the 
social and economic challenges 
Jordan is currently facing. 

The ■ Queen also exchanged 
with her ideas on development 
projects and social policies in 
Jordan. The visiting minister 
praised Jordanian development 
efforts ami called for e nhancing 
cooperation between her country 
and: Jordan; 

Queen Noor voiced hope for 
continued cooperation between 
both, countries to improve the 
quality of life m Jordan. 

The meeting was attended by 
the German ambassador to Jor- 
dan, the director general of dm 
Noor AI Hussein Foundation and 
the secretary general of the Social 


Also Thursday. Her Royal 
Highness Princess Basma re- 
ceived Mrs. Roensch mid re- 
viewed with her the conditions of 
social work in Jordan and the 
increasing demand for social ser- 
vices resulting from die sudden 
influx of Jordanians from Kuwait 
and other Gulf countries. They 
also discussed prospects of coop- 
eration between social institu- 
tions in both countries and ex- 
change of expertise. 

The visiting minister reviewed 
the social programmes im- 
plemented in Germany and the 
role of public and private sectors 
in these programmes. She watch- 
ed a documentary on the Queen 
Alia Jordan Soda! Welfare Fund, 
which provides social services to 
people throughout Jordan. 
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New and old faces shape 
new government 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker’s government, 
formed Thursday, is the 73rd 
government in the history of 
Jordan since Rashid Tule’i 
formed the first government on 
April 11, 1921. It is Sharif 
ZekTs second government in 
three years. 

- Sharif Zeid formed his first 
government on April 27, 1989, 
after Prime Minister Zaid Rifiri 
resigned following the April 
riots over his government’s 
economic policies. 

Daring his seven-month te- 
nure, the first Parliamentary 
elections after the occupation 
of the West Bank in 1967 were 
held. Sharif Zeid is credited 
with having presided over fair 
and incident-free elections that 
ushered in the 11th Parliament 
and -a strong presence for the 
Muslim Brotherhood in the 80- 
seat Lower House. 

Sharif Zeid’s is the largest 
government in the history of 
the country. It includes 28 
portfolios. 

He carries 14 ministers from 
outgoing Prime Minister Taher 
Masri. Those are: Ali 
Suheimat, who retained his 
post as deputy prime minister 
and took over ti^Mmistry of. 
Transport: Dr, Kmnel Abu Ja- 
ber, wfco kept the portfoh'q of : - 
foreign ministe/;' Basel jaK" 
daneh who continues as fir 
nance minister. Dr. Ziad 
Farez, planning; Abdul Karim 
AI Kabariti, who switched 
from tourism to labour; Saad 
Hayel Srour, public works and 
bousing; Samir Kawar, water 
and irrigation; Jamal 
Hadeitheb, minister of state; 
Jawdat Sboul, interior; Ali 
Abu Ragfvb, from trade and 
industry to energy; Saleb 
Rsheidat, youth; Izziddin Kha- 
tib Awqaf and Islamic affairs; 
Abdul Razzaq Tubeishat, 
municipalities; and Mahmoud 
AI Sharif, information. 

Seven new ministers assume 
ministerialship for the first 


time. These are: Dr. 
Mahmoud A Samrab, a former 
University of Jordan president 
as Minister of Culture; Sultan 
Adwan, a deputy from the 
Constitutional Bloc as minister 
of state; Dr. Aref Bataineh, 
who until his appointment was 
the chief of the Army’s Medic- 
al Corp' as minister of health; 
Atef Btonsh, as minister of 
state for parliamentary affairs; 
Dr. Fayez Khasawneh, from 
vice-president of the Universi- 
ty of Yarmouk to agriculture 
minister; Mohammad Saqqaf, 
a carrier civil servant, as minis- 
ter of supply; and Amin 
Mashaqbeh, a university pro- 
fessor, as minister of social 
development. 

like Mr. Masri’s govern- 
ment, Sharif Zeid's includes 10 
deputies. They are: Thooqan 
Hindawi, Yousef Mubeideen, 
Jamal Sarayreh and Sultan 
Adwan — all from the Consti- 
tutional Bloc; Abdullah En- 
soor, Saad Hayel Srour, Samir 
Kawar and Abdul Karim AI 
Kabariti from the National 
Bloc; Atef Btoush from the 
Independent Islamic Bloc and 
Jamal ^Khreisheh, indepen- 
dent. 

Ministers Ali Abdul Ragheb . 
and Saleh Risheidat both be- ' 
‘long 'to JANDA, the Jordan 
Arab .National Democratic 
Alliance, grouping left of cen- 
tre political factions 

Adrian Abu Odeh, a long- 
time advisor of the King, took 
over Sharif Zeid’s post as chief 
of the Royal Court, contrary to 
earlier newsreports that he 
might head Jordan’s mission at 
the U.N. 

Also, the outgoing minister 
of culture. Dr. Khahd Karalri, 
was appointed advisor to the 
King though it was unclear in 
what capacity. 

With Sharif Zeid’s govern- 
ment, the number of deputies 
who assumed ministerial post 
reaches 31 out of 80 deputies. 


PSD, German ministry 
sign agreement 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Public 
Security Department (PSD) and 
the German Interior Ministry 
Thursday signed a memorandum 
of understanding, under which 
the German Ministry of Interior 
will provide the PSD with tech- 
nical assistance. The memoran- 
dum also calls for farther enhanc- 
ing cooperation between the PSD 
ana the German Interior Minis- 


try. The memorandum was 
signed by PSD Director Fade! Ali 
Fuheid and the visiting advisor to 
the German Interior Minister for 
Aid Affairs, Genscher Roman. 
Maj. General Fuheid praised the 
existing good relations between 
the PSD and the German Interior 
Ministry, voicing hope that such 
cooperation will be further en- 
hanced. 


Philadelphia Hotel continues programme 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Philadelphia International Hotel today 
makes its weekly trip to Zmefleh Village, some TO tatomeges 
south of Amman, to distribute food to the 200 school children 
attending village schools. The hotel initiated this weekly program- 
me last Friday to mark His Majesty King Hussein’s birthday. 
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WHAT’S GOING ON 


Tbe following listings are compiled torn montWy fedtera *“{ 
the daily Arabic press. Readers arc advoedto verify the listed 
time, and place with the concerned institutions. 


☆ grit aiMm* entitled “Graphic Arts of the 60s (from the 
Federal Republic of Germany) at the Abdul Hameed Shoman 
Foundation gaflery (open from 1# a-m. to 5 pun.) 

* entitled “Goethe Forest” at Yarmouk University. 

* FriUhitinM «r painting s by Farooq Lambar at Alla Art Galfcry- 


☆ Lecture by Prof. Heinz Hotel entitled “Struc toral m d 
g« u. a r y Evetation of the Red Sea” at the University of 

Jordan — 12 noon. 

* Lector* by Prof. Hotel entitled 

Deduced hi the Area of the Dead Sea” at the University @t 

Jordan — 3 pja. 

CONCERT 

☆ Cncnt by the N«Uwb> 1 M«oc CMKrvator, at tta Kayo! 

Cultural Centre — 8 P-B- — 


Profiles of new Cabinet- members 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Following are the profiles of the ministers who 
joined the new government: 
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Atef Ai Bntonsh, mfrmfrr of state 
for paifiancatafy affairs 

Born in Zarqa in 1953, he was 
educated in local schools in 
Tayyibeh and Karak before 
obtaining his B.A. degree in law 
from the Arab University in 
Beirut and his M.A. degree from 
a Pakistani university. He had 
worked in the Jordanian Ports 
Co ipo ration since 1975. In 1989, 
be was elected as a member of the 
Lower House of Parliament. He 
occupied the post of deputy 
house speaker. 


Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, prime minister and 
minister of defence 


Born in Amman in 1934, com- 
pleted his secondary education in 
Victoria College in Alexandria, 
Egypt, in 1951, graduated from 
Sandhurst Military College in the 
United Kingdom in 1955 and 
from the U.S. Staff and Com- 
mand College in 1964. He joined 
the Jordanian Armed Forces in 
1953. He worked as a personal 
escort for His Majesty King Hus- 
sein from 1955 till 1957. Then, he 
worked as assistant military 
attache in London. He became 
commander of an Armoured Di- 
virion in 1964, assistant chief of 


staff for Operations Affairs in 
1970, chief of staff in 1972 and 
commander-in-chief of the 
Armed Forces in 1976. He served 
as Royal Court Chief before be- 
coming Prime Minister in 1989. 
His government supervised the 
election of the Lower House of 
Parliament the same year and 
then resigned before the first 
Parliamentary session started. He 
carries several Jordanian, Arab 
and international medals. Before 
being again appointed as prime 
minister, he served as the chief of 
die Royal Court. 



Amin Awwad Miashaqbeh, 
mtnfater of sodal development 

Born in Mafraq in 1955, be 
obtained a political science de- 
gree from the University of Jor- 
dan in 1978, and an M.A. degree 
in international relations from 
New Jersey University in 1980 
and a doctorate degree in con- 
trastive politics from the Uni- 
versity of Southern California in 
1986. He is an assistant professor 
at Yarmouk University and is 
assistant dean of the Faculty of 
Arts. He wrote several books on 
the political system in Jordan. 


Sultan AI Udwan, 
minister of state 

Born in Amman in 1936, be 
obtained a diploma from the 
Faculty of Agriculture of the 
National University of Lebanon. 
He was member of the National 
Consultative Conned, president 
of the Fanners Federation and 
president of the Jordan Soccer 
Federation. In 1989, he was 
elected to the Lower House of 
Parliament to represent the AI 
Balqa area. 


Vans! Hihnut, minister of tour- 
ism nod * M lt i>p * f tt ** * 

Bom in Amman in 1933, be 
obtained a B.A. in economics 
and tourism from California Uni- 
versity in 1956. He worked at the 
Foreign Ministry and as chief of 
Royal protocol. He then served 
as foreign minister in two con- 
secutive governments. 



Yousef Mbahken, 
minister of justice 

Bom in Karak, he holds a B.A. in 
law from Damascus University 
and a public a dminis tration diplo- 
ma from I-flhfli International In- 
stitute in the Netherlands. He 
worked as district governor, gov- 
ernor at the Ministry of Interior 
and secretary general of Bait AI 
Maqdes General Conference. He 
was elected in the Kazak consti- 
tuency as a member in the Lower 
House of Partiament. 
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Thooqan AI Hindawi, deputy 
prune mtnfarfpr and minister of 
ed ucatio n 

. Bora in Nu’aimeh, near Irbid, 
in 1927, he obtained a B.A. in 
history from Cairo University in 
1950 and an M.A. degree in 
education from Maryland Uni- 
versity in 1959. He served as 
deputy prime minister and educa- 
tion minister, minister of in- 
formation, finance and social de- 
velopment. He won a seat in the 
1989 Parliamentary elections. 


Ibrahim minister of 

state for prime ministry affairs 

Bora in Beirut in 1934, he 
bolds a B.A. from the American 
University of Beirut He worked 
as secretary for His Majesty King 
Hussein, as Jordan’s ambassador 
to Switzerland, West Germany, 
the United Kingdom and the 
United States, as director of the 
Civil Service Commission, minis- 
ter of state for prime ministry 
affair s and minister of informa- 
tion. 



Mahmoud AI Samra, 
wfafahr of culture 

Born in the Palestinian town of 
AI Tantoura in 1924, he obtained 
his B.A. degree in arts from 
Cairo University in 1950 and then 
his doctorate degree from Lon- 
don University in 1958. He then 
worked at the University of Jor- 
dan as professor of literary critic- 
ism. He became dean of the 
Faculty of Arts ih 1968. The last 
post he occupied was president of 
the University of Jordan. He was 
decorater with AI Istiklal Medal 
of tire First Order in 1974. 


A wad Khkifht, 
m twister of higher education 

Born in Wadi Mnsa in 1945, he 
obtained a B.A. degree in histoty 
from the University of Jordan in 
1967 and a doctorate degree from 
London University in 1973. He 
worked as chairman of the Uni- 
versity of Jordan’s History De- 
partment, assistant secretary 
general of the Arab Historians 
Association, Yarmouk University 
vice-president, Muta University 
president and minister of youth, 
lie is member of the Jordanian 
Writers Association and Yar- 
mouk University’s Jordanian Stu- 
dies Centre. 


Jamal AI Saraireh, 
minister of comumnications 

Bora in Hashhniyeh, Karak, in 
1945, he obtained a B.A. in 
English literature from the Uni- 
versity of Kuwait in 1976 and a 
diploma in law and international 
relations from Wales University. 
He then worked as a researcher 
and consultant at Aramco. He 
was elected to the Lower House 
of Parliament in 1989 and then 
served as minister of transport 
and communications. 


Corporation increasing 
self-reliance, saving 
government money 


AMMAN (Petra) — Aqaba Rail- 
way Station Corporation 
Director-General Mohammad 
Krcishan Thursday said the cor- 
poration has contributed to sav- 
ing bard currency by making the 
necessary maintenance of the 
trains, locomotives and batteries 
locally rather than buying new 
Ones or sending them for repair 
abroad. 

He said that the corporation 
has manufactured locomotives at 
a cost of JD 4,600 each while the 
imported ones cost JD 14,000 
each. He added that the corpora- 
tion's workshops also managed to 
manufacture batteries at a cost of 
JD 310 while the imported ones 
cost JD 5,000 each. 

He said that the workshops 
also manufactured doors for the 


carriages, air filters and rabbets 
which would have cost the treas- 
ury huge amounts of money had 
they been imported from abroad. 
The corporation had also made 
the necessary overhauls of six 
locomotives and put them in op- 
eration again, thus saving the 
treasury JD 150,000 in fees which 
would otherwise have been paid 
to experts from abroad, he 
added. 

The corporation is in the pro- 
cess of restoring 56 French-made 
industrial carriages which are not 
now in operation, he said. 

Once they are restored, they 
will be put to use by the corpora- 
tion, he said. 

This process, he added, win 
ensure huge savings in hard cur- 
rency. 
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CANADA 

NEEDS IMMIGRANTS 


. Take advantage of big 1991792/93 admission increase 
Get assistance, advice and latest information re: 

* Job offer-Do you need one? * Your application 
form 

* Permanent resident visa * Family/relative & retired 

* Businessmen/investor * Nanny/housekeeper/ 
domestic 

* Refugee/student/visitor & marriage sponsorship 

International reply coupon requested. Write today: 

CANADIAN IMMIGRATION ASSISTANCE SERVICES* 
DepU Box 2283s 
45 Orertea Bhd. 

Toronto Out M4B 1N9 CANADA 

KJV TVtngh immigr ation cannot be gnaranteed, we work lard 
to help you successfully qualify. 

K- 




Aref AI Babrinek, 

wiiww atet of hfWi 

Bora in Barba, near Irbid, in 
1931. He was educated in Beir 
Zeit and Rammallah schools, 
obtained a diploma in science 
from the American University of 
Beirut and then a B.A. degree in 
medicine from London Universi- 
ty in 1960. Since then he has 
worked in the Jordanian Armed 
Forces. In 1980, he was 
appointed director of AI Hussein 
Medical Centre and in 1990 direc- 
tor of the Royal Medical Services 
in the rank of major general. Dr. 
Bataineh was decorated with 
several Royal medals in apprecia- 
tion of his services. 




Mohammad AI Saqqaf, 
minister of supply 

Bora in Amman in 1937, he 
obtained his B.A. and M.A. de- 
grees from Cairo University. He 
was Jordan's representative at the 
Council of Arab Economic Unity 
(CAEU) and the Arab Economic 
Council. He was appointed 
secretary general of the Ministry 
of Supply in 1978 until taking 
over as director general of the 
Social Security Corporation in 
1991. 


Fayez Khasawneh, 
minister of agriodtnre 

Bora in Aidoun, Irbid, in 1938, 
be obtained his B.A. degree in 
agriculture from the American 
University of Beirut in 1959, and 
his M.A. and doctorate degrees 
from the University of Auburn in 
Georgia in 1965. He then worked 
in the U.S. for 17 years in a 
research centre before coming 
back to Jordan to work at the 
Jordan University of Science- and 
Technology as the university vice- 
president for Agriculture Affairs. 


AbdHUah Easoar, 

minis t er of industry and trade 

Bora in Salt in 1939, he was 
educated at the American Uni- 
versity of Beirut and in the Un- 
ited States where he graduated 
with a Masters degree in 1965, 
and with a Doctorate degree from 
the Sorbonne University in Paris. 
He is member of Parliament, 
elected in tbe 1989 elections, and 
formerly served as minister of 
finance in tbe cabinet of Zeid 
Rifai. He also served as director 
of the Income Tax Department 
and in several other posts here 
and abroad. He also served as 
minister of education, planning 
and foreign affairs. 


The winning numbers in the charity lottery of 
Mabarrat Umm AI Hussein Orphanage / 1991 
Nov. 20, 1991 


Prize 

Winning 

Number 

Prize 

Winning 

Number 

1 

22324 

22 

24232 

2 

26728 

23 

4783 

3 


24 

16832 

4 

17639 

25 

7115 

5 

4156 

26 

22423 

6 

7421 

27 

5454 

7 

1560 

28 

6788 

8 


29 

16876 

9 

3918 

30 

3926 

nrpppp 

14669 

31 

29934 


14657 

32 

16892 

Ml 

3991 

33 

27311 

i™5ii 

11875 

34 

11115 


21093 

35 

15807 

t»B! 

23663 

36 

28535 

16 

4302 

37 

440 

17 

1811 

38 

1836 

18 

26123 

39 

19541 

19 


40 

4439 


7170 

41 

26695 

■ 

15729 

42 

22794 


Those who have the winning numbers please call, 
at the orphanage, Marfca AI ShamaUyyeh, near 
Public Transport Corporation — tel. 892B80 
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THE HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF JORDAN 
AJ-Aqsa Mosque D Done off the Rock 
Restor a tion Committee 
Invitation for 

Pre-qualification scheme for International Contractors 

The Restoration Committee for Al-Aqsa Mosque and Done of the Rock 
would like to arrange a Pre-qualification Scheme for International 
Contractors, in order to invite appropriate candidates to submit their offer 
for a “Restoration Project for the Dome of the Rock in Jerusalem." 
The Dome of the Rock is considered as one of the most significant 
edifices in the world, for its unique design, decoration and beauty, it was 
an act of sublime devotion, it was built in the late Seventh Century and 
considered as one of the oldest existing and well preserved Islamic 
Shrines which still retains its original design and structure and one of the 
most important monuments of the world Architectural Heritage. 

The scope of work consists of three parts and will be issued in one 
tender. 

Part One: The Dome: 

Taking down the existing aluminium sheets and replace it with 
Copper I Zinc gilded sheets after laying, timber boards in accordance 
with tender documents and drawings prepared tor this purpose. For this 
part, almost ail constructional materials had been provided on site. 

Part Two: The Ambulatory Roof: 

Taking down foe existing concrete & aluminium roof and constructional 
aluminium trusses underneath. Supply and fix timber trusses, timber 
boarding, lead sheeting in accordance with tender documents and 
drawings prepared for this purpose. 

Part Three: 

Supply and install a fire Alarm and Protection System in foe Dome of the 
Rock in accordance with tender documents and drawings prepared for 
this purpose. 

International contractors who are specialised in this work and would like 
to contribute to this project are invited to collect a pre-qualification form 
from: 

Restoration Committee Secre t ary /Director of Al-Aqsa Mosque 
Ministry of Awqaf A Islamic Affairs 
Amman-Jabal Al-Hussein 
P.O. Box 659 Tel. 666141-5 Fax: 602254 

Final date for submission of pre-qualification application not later 
than 13-00 noon Wednesday, 15th of January 1992 
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A challenge and duty 


COMING AS it does on the heels of the collapse of former 
Prime Minister Taber Masri’s efforts to galvanise sufficient 
parliamentary support from the traditionalists ami leftist 
groups in the Lower House of Parliament, the government 
of SfaarffZeid Ben S hake r can be seen as an effort to shift its 
parliamentary base to the right of centre instead of relying 
on the now defunct Masri power base. This shift in political 
orientation can be readfly seen from the composition of the 
29-member cabinet embracing mostly right of centre 
elements in a bid to provide the new government with 
sufficient strength and stability. One of the basic failings of 
the former government has been its inabdhy to overcome 
the paralysis that haunted it right from the word go. The 
chronic friction between the legislative and executive 
branches of government during the reign of Mr. Masri had 
often hem translated into inaction and confuaon at a time 
when the country needed a strong-willed government to 
tackle the challenges of the hour in this rapidly changing 
world. No wonder then that His Majesty Ring Hussein 
underscored in his letter of appointment to Sharif Zeid the 
many national, regional and international challenges facing 
the Kingdom and prefaced his outline for the future policies 
of the country with dear reference to them. 

Indeed foe new government has before it formidable tasks 
and missi ons ranging from pressing local issues to regional 
and global problems looming in the horizon. To succeed, it 
needs all the strength and support it can muster whether 
from Parliament or die public. That is why every effort was 
made to secure for it as broad a base as can withstand the 
test of time. In this vein, and as specifically hi g hli g hted by 
the Royal letter of designation, the second government of 
Sharif Zeid is entrusted with the task of finishing what his 
first government embarked on doing in 1989, namely, the 
consolidation of the democratic process on the basis of 
reformed election law and the adoption of an entirety new 
legislation prescribing the perimeters of political parties that 
are destined to be the mainstay of pluralistic democracy. 
But this is not all. The new cabinet has also a 1st of dHfienlt 
domestic issues to tackle that are essentially economic. With 
poverty and unemployment rampant and reaching unpre- 
cedented heights, tiie government has little time to lose 
before it begins the process of reversing the economic and 
fiscal hardships that ensued not only from the Golf war bat 
also from the era that preceded that disastrous conflict. 
There is no denying that Jordanian standard of living has 
undergone tremendous downfall in the last four or five 
yean, and to even contain the crisis would require in g en ui ty 
and determination that could break the back of most 
governments. 

It remains to be seen whether the government can 
effectively handle such urgent problems. In the final 
analysis, it is the new government’s ability to meet head mi 
the economic problems that will determine its success or 
failure. 

It is axiomatic' that Jordan’s economic woes cannot be 
addressed in isolation from the issues of war and peace in 
the region. Without political stability and security in the 
Middle East, no country in the area stands a chance to 
rectify its internal socio-political problems. That would 
explain in part at least the King’s description of the ongoing 
peace process in the Middle East as among the new 
government’s principal goals. The King was unequivocal in 
mandating the new cabinet with the task of galvanising all 
efforts and energies for that purpose as a matter of highest 
priority. 

Meanwhile, all Jordanians are called upon to sboolder 
their responsibility to enable Sharif Zeid and his colleagues 
to succeed in their efforts to translate the letter of 
appointment into reality. His success would be success to all 
of us. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


NOW that the Americans are to host the up coming bilateral talks 
between the Arabs and Israel, it is incumbent on the U.S. 
administration to be fair and just in dealing with the parties, said 
A1 Ra’i daily. The paper said that it is inconceivable to see the 
Israelis being invited to sit in Washington for talks with the Arabs 
while they are guilty of so many crimes, the latest of which is the 
stealing of the Islamic documents from the Sharia courthouse in 
Jerusalem. The fact that the upcoming negotiations are being 
held in Washington places new and heavy responsibility on the U.S. 
administration which, the paper said', should be fair and just and 
should demand that the stolen documents, which prove Islamic 
rights in the holy city, be returned before such negotiations can 
begin. It said that the Israelis had stolen the documents hoping to 
deprive the Arabs of the essential evidence that proves their rights 
in die holy places. Such a crime is committed while the Americans 
and other nations as well as the United Nations, look on. It is the 
responsibility of Washington, which is hosting the up coming 
meetings, to take steps to redress the situation and ensure the 
return of the documents to their rightful owners, the paper said. 
The Israeli crime, the paper added, is no less evil than the 
downing of passenger planes and terrorist attacks on innocent 
civilians. The paper said that it would be difficult to convince the 
Arabs of the importance of pursuing negotiations with Israel 
unless Israel's terrorism campaigns are brought to an end. 


IT is rather difficult to be objective and fair in judging the 
government of outgoing Prime Minister Taher Masri simply 
because it was not allowed to complete its programme as pledged 
before Parliament at the outset of its mandate, said a columnist in 
Sawt AI Sbaab daily. However, Ahmad Dabbas said, one can say 
that the Masri government had to face a hard time over its 
dealings with the parliamentary blocs and the participation in the 
Middle East peace process. One can also say that the outgoing 
government had adhered strictly to the rules of democracy by 
bowing out to open the way for another team after having lost the 
unanimous support of the Lower House, Dabbas said. 


King’s letter of appointment to Sharif Zeid 

Jordan faces unprecedented challenges at 
national, regional and international levels 



i 

Government’s major mission is to ensure success of peace process; 


strains between executive and legislative appeared going beyond r 
red line; all Jordanians are partners in development and benefits; ^ 




national unity shall be protected by law 


Fottowieg is aa unofficial translation of His Afq/esty King 
Hussein r s Utter of appointment to Prime Minister Sharif 
Zod Ben Shaker: 




perhaps the formation of three works in the darkness or practice sources. Two: the country should terests should be the objective of ^ 5 : _ 
different governments in two ideological terrorism through adopt a dear strategy with regard all without any e^qption at a r “ 


Dear brother Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker, 


different governments in two ideological terrorism through adopt a dear strategy with regard all wimout aity exception at a ^ 

years and the reshuffles in the leaflets’ letters and the phone as to protecting the available energy time when the Arab Nation now. :.i >-=•• 

former two governments. 1 do not well as other means. Any such and water resources by proper stands at a cross-roads req inrin^ ' 

need to reemphasise the necessity action is to be considered un- and rational uses and the govern- collective action towards ending ■■ 

of separating the two authorities democratic asnd against the prin- ment should work out national the Arab- Israeli conflict through ; 

: j uv .1 . ■ ■ xt. 1 mIMo. that Tvarpfnl means. -A J . 


I send you my deepest feelings administration of stale affairs. 


from the long break fo democra- of separating the two authorities democratic asnd against the pnn- ment showa work out national me 

tic practices. This has left its in accordance with the provisions dples of the National Charter, policies and plans to achieve that peaceful means 

negative impact on the general of the constitutions. But I stress Such elements must be exposed goal. 


of affection and greetings. 


In view of this situation and in 


the fact that one authority com- as working against the will of the 
plements the other and rela- people and their democratic pro- 


You have been throughout order for matters to be corrected, 
your life an honest brother process of democracy 


tionship should be based on coop- cess and should be held account- 


accompanying us throughout the 
long trip of responsibility, and I 
found in you a true and trusted 
supporter, under all circumst- 
ances and in any mission or public 
office you have assumed. 

You have been a dear friend 
who spared no effort to serve the 
nation and the Jordanian people. 
You have been true to your na- 
tion, confidently working to 
promote its future, and a true 
Hashemite in heart and soul and 
practice. Thus was Shaker Ben 
Zeid, the great man who fought 
alongside the late King Abdullah 
Ibn Al Hussein... a trustworthy 
companion. 

In view of the resignation of 
the government of Prone Minis- 
ter Taher Masri, and in light of 
our joint and long march, in view 
of your wisdom, integrity and 
loyalty, your farsightedness and 
your frill knowledge of the state’s 
issues and its aspiration, and your 
deep insight of the current re- 
gional and international develop- 
ments with their surprises and 
changes, I am pleased to entrust 
you with the formation of a new 
government at this parti cularmo- 


deepened and the standard of 
public administration improved 
to achieve the aspired national 
goals required by the coming 
stage, I would like to reaffirm the 
following objectives and princi- 
ples. 


eration and not on discord that 
could bring about imbalances and 
disrupt the work of the two au- 
thorities. The two sides ought to 
initiate dialogue and work 


able for these actions under the 
law. 


On the International Front: ::: 

Eighth: The government should 

give its attention to developing Jordan enjoys world respect " 

public administration and should and it should preserve that pn- 


adopt a serious plan to achieve vilege through conceited en- 


Fifth: Under democracy 
national responsibilities grow and 


together to serve the public and increase for the official infonna- 


safeguard national interests. 


On the Domestic Front 


Third: The Armed Forces and 
other security services remain the 
shield protecting the nation, and 


tion circles. Therefore, informa- 
tional material should be based 
on reason and knowledge seeking 
to serve the national interest like 
all other information circles in 


First: The government is re- 
quired to bolster the pillars of 
national unity in all forms be- 
cause this unity is the true 
guarantee for state security and 
strength and a pre-requisite for 
progress and development. 
Under this unity, all Jordanians 
are equal before the law, regard- 
less of their origin, affiliation, 
sex, faith, sect or colour. All 
Jordanians are partners in de- 
velopment and in acquiring be- 
nefits. Perhaps the most impor- 
tant priority here, in strengthen- 
ing national unity, is the preva- 
lence of the law and the process 
of democracy. The government 
should see to it that development 
should be equitable and fair to all 
regions and there should not be 
any leniency towards those trying 


they form the most important other democratic countries where 
pillars for stability and develop- peoeple can differentiate be- 


that goal and to absorb people deavours. We should benefit and ' 

with excellent capabilities, and build on the gains acquired from ' 
should benefit from file expatri- Jordan’s moderate and balanced ^ 1 
ates exexptise. Work should be policies based on mutual respect ^ re- 
done in accordance with laws and with other countries and 
regulations and people should be friendships. We ought to pursue ,-j 

given a fair chance and offered the goal of interacting with other 
equal opportunities. The govern- nations, seeking to expand the 
ment ought to put an end to circle of our cooperation with 
nepotism which has lately been them in a manner that would - 5l: : 

“ A i*IJ 14 


ment. Tor bolster their work and 
promote their performance the 
two forces should be kept insu- 
lated from political affairs. This is 
a joint responsibility reaffirmed 
by the National Charter and has 
been proven as effective and 
sound throughout the previous 
experiments in Jordan. No doubt 
such issue is not overlooked by 


tween anarchy resulting from 
irresponsible freedom and be- 
tween freedom characterised with 
responsibility. 


Sixth: The government is re- 
quired to go ahead with the im- 
plementation of the economic 
restructuring programme now 
that matters started to move 


increasing even under democra- safeguard our national interests .. 

cy. Successful leadership can only and enhance our regional stand- 3*' ^ .. 7 . 
come as a result of efficient admi- jug. Perhaps, the most effective \ 7 ,.. 
nistration working in accordance measure in this sense is to res- '/"-a. 
with a sound scientific criteria, state Jordan's position in all its 
There is no doubt that quick, dimensions. ’ 

repeated and unplanned changes 


repeated and unplanned changes 
in public administration are 
bound to npset public admmistra- 


Tbe Peace process 


Si: 


you, a man who has served in the slowly towards overcoming the 


Arab army. 


Fourth: The government 
should pursue the process of 
democracy and achieve political 
pluralism as provided for by the 


negative effects of the Gulf Crisis. 
The first task should be serious 
work to deal with the imbalances 
and weaknesses on the domestic 
and external fronts in the national 
economy. The government 


National Charter this means that should create the opportune di- tion among the pan-Arab family. 


ment when Jonto finds itself to uunper wMi the national fabric 


facing an unprecedented host of 
challenges at the nation, regional 
and international levels. 


in word, in deed or in slogan or 
any other act. The law should be 
applied in full. 


the government should go ahead 
with legal procedures to achieve 
that, especially the enactment of 
a law on licensing political parties 
which should be truly Jordanian 


mate to attract investors from 
abroad, should encourage more 
savings and stimulate the produc- 
tion process and should look for 
new markets abroad to export 


tion and can harm people’s in- Qne of the most major missions J.l 
terests and disrupt governments for ^ new government at this 
P* 8115 - stage is to pursue the partidpa- ' ; .t 

_ . . . _. . tion in the peace process started 7 " 

Ob the Arab Front by the outgoing government. The ft 

government must mobilise aD its -*■ ^ - f ' 
Jordan which has always lived efforts and energies to contribute r: 

to serve its nation and to bring to the success of this process - — • — 
about cooperation and coordina- which is still at the beginning. I[](J C . 
tion among the pan- Arab family, ‘ It is in our belief that success J * 


has never relented in its coovic- means reaching a just and dura- 
tion despite strains In inter-Arab. _ able and c om prehensive peace 


relations over the Gulf crisis, - based on U.N. Security Council 


JDg b 1 

(Masi 


You have earlier shouldered 
the responsibility of heading a 
government under very difficult 
circumstances and you proved to 
be trustworthy of the mission 
when you put things right and 
prepared the Jordanian society 
for the resumption of democratic 
life by organising as general elec- 
tion that proved to be exemplary 
and free. The two governments 
formed after your mandate fol- 
lowed the patii of democracy, but 
the matters were not so easy or 
smooth for them. There were 
strains between the executive and 
legislative authorities and some 
dangerous excesses appeared, 


Second: The government is re- 
quired to support all measures 
leading to stability in all its 
dimensions. Stability is not con- 
fined to economic arid social mat- 
ters, bnt rather it affects the 
relationship between the legisla- 
tive and executive authorities to 
ensure smooth state performance 
in harmony and accord. The 
achievement of this objective is 
the joint responsibility of the two 
authorities so that die level of 
performance would not decline 
nor would have be any interrup- 
tion of the functioning of the 
various state institutions, which 
tend to confuse the national prog- 


in form and in practice and loyal- Jordans goods and skilled 
ty, as well as the law on press and l a bour. The government should 


Therefore, we emphasise the Resolutions 242 and 338 which 
importance of stimulating the dia- should apply to all parts of the 


tamed fro 


publication in line with the princi- 
ples of the Constitution and the 
National Charter and in a manner 


resume the process of economic 
and social development and 
should deal with the pockets of 


logue among Arab governments occupied Arab lands including 
to resume natural relations Arab Jerusalem and which entails 


among themselves in general and a solution for the Palestine prob- 
be tween Jordan and the other lem in all its dimensions and on 


Arab countries in particular. the baas of the U.N. resolutions. 


:■£: M 
aafc: »::r. : 


that would safeguard the higher P° vert Y aiK * must promote We believe that continued dia- This is the solution which would ^ ^ 


going beyond the red line of rammes and harm public's in- 
seperation between the two au- terests. The most conspicuous 


thorities. The Teasons behind this 
were the deviations from the 


aspect that marred the rela- 
tionship between the executive 


norms of democracy resulting and legislative authorities was 


national interests. There must 
also be reaffirmation of the pro- 
cess of democracy as a way of life 
that should be further promoted 
with members of the public 
oriented on their responsibilities 
through the information circles 
and the media as well as the 
educational institutions. This is 
needed so that the roots of demo- 
cracy can be embedded in a 
sound manner under the ceiling 
of Parliament or outside. One can 
never serve justice to democracy 
unless the citizens have been 
freed of all the elements of fear 
under the prevalence of the law 
and no one can claim to be 
committed to democracy if he 


human resources through voca- 
tional training mainly focusing on 
the economy and services in the 
fields of tourism, transport, con- 
sultancy and others. The private 
sector should be stimulated to 
help find solutions for the unem- 
ployment problem and help in 
laying down agricultural plans to 
guide agricultural policies. 


logue can remove misunderstand- ensure for the Palestinians their^ K v 
ings once the facts have been national and legitimate rights in-* ' 


exposed, they would help reduce chiding the right to self deter- 
tenskm restore confidence be- mutation on their national soQ. 


=:ai Ed 

3 : 


cause it is the basis of understand- On this occasion, we reiterate apr 
ing and joint action among our foil backing for our joint scr 


Arabs. An initiative like that of Jordanian-Palestinian delegation 
Saudi Arabia which recently to the peace process expressing 


Seventh: Jordan which imports 
most of its energy requirements 
and suffers from acute water 
shortages should adopt a single 
two-pronged policy. One: it 
should intensify the exploration 
of energy and water resources 
and develop the existing re- 


reopened its borders to Jordanian our deep pride in its national and (am^ ^ 
goods and transportation , forms a noble mission and its disting- 
good beginning of relaxed rela- uished accomplishments at the 
tions. We are grateful for the Madrid conference. 3 # ^ ' 

Saudi initiative and we ought to Successful management of ^ 
pursue all avenues to bring about national, pan-Arab and interna- 
a quiet dialogue based on good tional policies on the baas of the 
intentions and our deep-rooted aforementioned principles can 
affection for our Arab brothers, ensure success in the battle for ^ ^ 
We must emphasise that safe- peace in which we must get in - 
guarding the highest Arab in- volved . I wish you all success. 5 ,^" 


■'SAJpss: 


Sharif Zeid’s letter of acceptance to King Hussein 

Sharif Zeid: Letter of appointment 
will guide my government’s actions 

‘We will face the challenge of peace’ 


The following ts an unofficial translation of Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker's letter of acceptance to form a new government addressed 
to His Majesty King Hussein: 


Your Majesty, 


I am honoured to be re- 
entrusted with your confidence to 
form a new government in Jor- 
dan. I send you my affection and 
pledge loyalty and allegiance cou- 
pled with the deepest feelings of 
appreciation and gratitude. I 
have served the Jordanian peo- 
ple, loyal to the Hashemite 
Throne and a soldier in the 
Armed Forces which have always 
expressed affection for and confi- 
dence in Your Majesty. 

- It is most difficult for me to 
express to Your Majesty, whom I 
accompanied throughout my life 
benefiting from your wisdom, the 
real appreciation for your 
'teachings over the years. My col- 
leagues in the government and I 
assume the responsibility of gov- 
ernment frilly realising and com- 
plying with your Royal directives. 

Your Royal trust in me to form 
a government comes at a crucial 




King’s letter of acceptance 
of Masri’s resignation 

King expresses 
appreciation of 
outgoing premier’s 
endeavours 


v. 

h 

i 

^ tbs 


'Cs* 


Following is an unofficial translation of His Majesty the Kbg’s letter 
accepting the resignation of Mr. Taher Masri: 




1*3* 


I express my affection and deep I would like to mention in 




appreciation to you for your ser- particular your following up the 
vice. I hope you will pass on to course of bolstering the founda- 



your colleagues my greetings and tions of political pluralism, pav- 
grati tude for shouldering the re- ing the ground for political action 



sgonsibilities for their country organised in harmony -with the 


and people. 

You have worked during a 


National Charter. 

You have also relentlessly par- 


crucial stage pursuing die course sued matters to (teal with the ; , 
m construction, and have been economic and financial issues 

fnllnwino vnnr n iw i . m ,' tnn.nl. -■ ■ n rVui 


m 




following your progress towards through well-planned program-— 
enhancmg democracy following mes, taking into consideration 
the endnRemMt nf fh. 4 .. ^ . , a 


the endorsement of die national the higher national interests and 
pact. I have followed your en- pursuing political efforts related 




deavours to deal with the econo- to the Arab-lsraeh conflict and 
mic and finan c ial issues as we the Palestinian nrobtem and the 

limia J I X £ I - j ” . 


together have been trying to deal Madrid peace conference, 
wth the negative aspects of the The peace process overtook all 
G w CT ^ S - other conaifcratkmsaiKl required ® 

My choice of you as prime from us to direct our efforts to - t 
minister at the previous stage achieve the best remit. . jk '^G-, 
came as an expression on our part I would tike to express my f Ny. 
of the great confidence in you and gratitude to youandyour cd- 
m your capabilities of shouldering leagues in oi^tamng the jobs i . f 

the trust and in fulfilling the dear -- . ' vjj 

aspirations of our people. (Conthmed os page 5) 


(Couthraed mi page 5) 


Sharif Zeid being sworn hi as prime minister on Thursday (Photo by Yousef Al ‘Allan* 
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Masri’s letter of resignation to King Hussein 


Masri: My government stood 
for change and sought to 
strengthen values of democracy, 
tolerance and contemporaneity 


World h ails Ghali as U.N. chief 


The following is an unofficial translation of Mr. Masrfs letter of 
resignation to GBs Mqjesty the King: 


Year Majesty, 

I am honoured to submit to 
Yoor Majesty my true feelings of 
loyalty and allegiance and wish 
you continued success in 
shouldering the responsibility of 
protecting the rights of the Arab 
Nation and in safeguarding its 
interests. 

Your Majesty has honoured 
me with trust in the government, 
following the endorsement of the 
National Charter which marked 
the beginning of the new stage in 
Jordan's political life and the 
democratic process in the wake of 
the Gulf crisis with its deep 
wounds that disrupted pan-Arab 
solidarity and left negative con- 
sequences on the Jordanian com- 
munity. 

Backed by Your Majesty, my 
government has sought to imple- 
ment the contents of the Royal 
letter to the government 'and the 
objectives which guided the gov- 
ernment’s endeavours in every 
domain and helped form the gov- 
ernment’s policy statement over 
various issues at this stage, aimed 
at pan-Arab, regional and inter- 
national levels. The government’s 
plans covered all legislative, 
political, social, economic, cultu- 
ral and educational fields. 

Since the first day of assuming 
responsibility, my government 
embarked on giving momentum 
to the process of change, at the 
national level, so that Jordan can 
cope with the challenges and can 
overcome the numerous difficul- 
ties which stood in the path of 


progress and obstructed the re- 
lease of creative work. 

My government discovered 
that a great deal of accumulated 
obstacles had to be removed gra- 
dually and that a high sense of 
awareness and integrity and 
understanding of the social and 
economic changes has to mater- 
ialise. The government had real- 
ised that for the change to take 
place, those seeking reform 
should start with themselves and 
with the institutions which they 
head in an atmosphere characte- 
rised by democracy and based on 
participation and sharing in the 
decision-making process. The 
government also believed in con- 
structive criticism and respect for 
the other other people's views 
and trust and respect of the 
national principles. 

Despite the short period in 
office, the government, sought to 
carry out draft laws based on the 
provisions of the National Char- 
ter, especially in matters related 
to ending the martial law, open- 
ing the door for political plural- 
ism, enhancing the pillars of con- 
stitutional freedom, creating a 
free climate for the press and 
publication. It also sought to en- 
sure the prevalence of the law. 
the laying of the foundations of 
social justice, the strengthening 
of the country, protecting the 
bright image of the Kingdom and 
its national pride. 

Yew Majesty* 

My government has exerted 
every possible effort to cement 


the course of democracy and has 
practiced democracy in word and 
deed without raising inapplicable 
slogans to please some people. 
The government refused to enter 
into the arena of outbidding mid 
unorthodox democratic practices. 

My government sought to en- 
hance the principles of integrity 
and honesty, tolerance and re- 
form and to lay out the concept of 
total commitment to the provi- 
rions of the Constitution in the 
form and spirit of the National 
Charter. 

The government sought to en- 
courage all peopl*. to work for the 
good of the country and in the 
service of the throne and demo- 
cracy, drawing on Your Majesty’s 
resolve and steadfastness and on 
the national unity and the coun- 
try’s national and historic com- 
mitment to the Arab causes. 

My government was totally 
committed to achieve the highest 
possible level of coordination 
with the Palestinian brothers in 
the process of seeking a just, 
durable and comprehensive 
peace. The Jordanian-Palestinian 
relationship has now reached a 
distinguished level based on the 
principles of fraternity, mutual 
confidence and the belief in the 
commitment to the national 
rights of the Palestinian people 
and the need for the implementa- 
tion of the international legitima- 
cy which guarantees Israeli with- 
drawal from occupied Arab 
lands, including Jerusalem, the 
restoration of the Palestinian 
people’s rights in their homeland 
and the right to self- 
determination in their own soil. 


My government responded to 
the challenges facing Jordan and 
had to give attention to the his- 
toric responsibility of safeguard- 
ing the country’s interests and to 
defend its future. My government 
had sought to achieve this out of 
its full awareness of the require- 
ments to confront the develop- 
ments and out of belief in its 
commitment to achieve justice 
and international legitimacy. 

The government was keen on 
serving with clear sight and 
courageous decisions out of a 
deep feeling of responsibility 
which has characterised its per- 
formance as it strove hard to 
achieve administrative reform, 
the economic restructuring prog- 
ramme and healing the rifts in 
relations with other Arab coun- 
tries. 

As Jordan continues to face 
major challenges while pursuing 
the road to the future, and as the 
rules of democratic action along 
this road require dose coopera- 
tion between the executive and 
legislative authorities to pave the 
way for the implementation of 
national plans and in view of the 
circumstances surrounding the 
past few months in our political 
life, followed with deep concern 
by the public, I feel honoured to 
submit to Your Majesty the res- 
ignation of my government in 
order to open the way for a new 
team to shoulder the responsibil- 
ity and the trust under your gui- 
dance and directives. 

My colleagues and I pledge to 
remian faithful soldiers in other 
areas. We pray that God may 
guide your steps. 


(Continned from page 1) 

said it was “highly satisfied,” 
proclaiming Mr. Ghali as a world- 
renowned strong politician and 
lughly professional diplomat. 

Dr. Ghali, declining to talk to 
journalists after bis nomination, 
met German Foreign Minister 
Hans- Dietrich Genscher in Bonn 
Friday. 

“Good news from New York,” 
Mr. Genscher said with a smile as 
be welcomed Dr. Ghali for talks 
on Yugoslavia and the Middle 
East. 

Dr. Ghali would not talk to 
journalists. 

“He does not want to talk 
because his appointment still has 
to be confirmed by the General 
Assembly,” an Egyptian embassy 


spokeswoman said. 

Dr. Ghali has to be approved 
by the 166-nation General 
Assembly but this is considered a 
formality. 

In Amman, Foreign Minister 
Kamel Abu Jaber voiced Jordan’s 
satisfaction with the selection of 
Dr. Ghali. 

In a statement to the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, Dr. Abu 
Jaber described Dr. Ghali as a 
veteran Arab and international 
politician who has broad experi- 
ence in politics. 

He said Dr. Ghali will serve as 
the voice of the Third World 
countries at the U.N. 

“Dr. Ghali embodies the 
rational voice which links be- 
tween the Middle East and the 
world," be said. 


Britain welcomed the U.N. 
election and offered Dr. Ghali 
full support. France, pleased at 
the appointment of a French- 
speaking U.N. chief, said he had 
“the caution, authority and wiU” 
to succeed. 

Austrian President Kurt Wal- 
dheim, U.N. secretary-general 
from 1971 to 1981. said Dr. G ha- 
ll's appointment would boost the 
African continent in international 
politics. 

Among those preserving an im- 
mediate silence were Iraq, target 
of U.N. sanctions and defeated in 
a U.N. -authorised war to reclaim 
Kuwait, and Israel, which accuses 
the U.N. of an anti-Zionist stance 
and wants it kept out of current 
Middle East peace-making 
efforts. 


Mr. Ghali succeeds Javier 
Perez de Cuellar, a Peruvian, in 
January for a five-year term, tak- 
ing over at a time of rising pre- 
stige for the world body in the 
po&t-cold war era which has 
brought unprecedented super- 
power cooperation. 

Global approval for Dr. Ghali 
focused on his talents. 

French-educated, be is Egyp- 
tian deputy prime minister, a 
veteran diplomat and an architect 
of the 1978 Camp David accords 
that produced a peace treaty be- 
tween Israel and Egypt. He is a 
Christian married to a Jew. 

Egypt, which campaigned hard 
for his appointment, was quick to 
hail the appointment as vindicat- 
ing “sensible, moderate” po fr- 
ees. 


King’s letter of acceptance 
of Masri’s resignation 


(Continned from page 4) 

Jordanian-Palestinian participa- 
tion in the Madrid conference 
which, ended with the best results 
that won the appreciation and 
admiration of the world. 

As I accept your resignation, I 
wish you and your colleagues 
success in your new endeavours 
and express appreciation and 
pride in your service, your in- 


tegrity, your honesty and your 
keenness on safeguarding public 
interest. In all public posts you 
have proved to be capable of 
shouldering the trust and to rise 
to the occasion. In view of the 
experience you have gamed dur- 
ing the premiership, and despite 
of the fact that, you serve as 
member of Parliament, we will 
continue to work with you, as our 
advisor, in all state affairs in the 
future. 


Sharif Zeid’s letter of 
acceptance to King 


(Contferaed from page 4) 


‘Settlements will be on the table* 

(Continued from page 1) may seek a second delay in action 
Soviet Jews. by Congress on the Israeli request 

Last September, in a move that for $10 billion in loan guarantees, 
enraged Israel and many of its In his first hearing before a 
American supporters, Mr. Bush House of Representatives Fore- 
engineered a delay until next year ign Affairs Subcommittee, new 
in tiie congressional debate over Assistant Secretary of State Ed- 
the aid request. He said it was too ward Derejian was twice asked if 
senative a subject at a time when the administration would again 
the Middle East peace conference ask Congress to postpone a vote 
had yet to begin. on the isssne because it might 

Mr. Shamir held talks with complicate Mideast peace efforts. 
U.S. Secretary of State James The loan guarantee request is 
Baker Thursday. expected to be raised when Con- 

Tbe Bush administration has grass reconvenes in January after 
left open the possibility that it a winter holiday recess. 


stage of the Arab history and we 
will be guided by the principles 
and directives contained in the 
letter of designation which will 
continue to be guiding our demo- 
cratic process. We will face the 
challenge of peace with fully con- 
fidence. 

My success in paving the way 
for free elections came as a result 
of your guidance and directives. 
The National Charter came to 
reaffirm your keenness on build- 
ing democracy and enhancing the 
political pluralism process in the 
country based on the provirions 
of the Constitution. 

As I am honoured to bear this 
task, I wish to emphasise my 
determination and resolve to act 
in concert with your directives 
and under your wise and 
courageous leadership, especially 
in the participation in the peace 
process to seek a just settlement 
"to the Palestine problem and the 
Arab-Israeli conflict. 

We will not allow ourselves to 


neglect the internal problems, 
especially matters related to 
democracy, political pluralism 
and legislations concerning them. 

We will also give due attention 
to die economic and financial 
issues, will intensify the work and 
effort to overcome the economic 
and political consequences of the 
Gulf crisis and will try hard to 
restore relations and solidarity 
with Arab countries. 

We will safeguard the national 
interests and will direct our 
efforts to overcome the negative 
effects of the Gulf crisis that 
affected our brotherly ties and 
our ties with the world. 

My government will shoulder 
the responsibility at this crucial 
stage in our history and will con- 
rider the National Charter pact as 
the general framework for work 
in all fields and all fronts. 

Your guidance and directives 
to the government will always 
guide my colleagues and me in 
our endeavour. 




TORONTO. SAME DAY 


Now, Royal Jordanian flies direct 
from Amman to Toronto. 

On November 7th, Royal Jordanian adds another Maple leaf to 
its existing Canadian operation — Montreal. 

Fly every Thursday on our luxurious TriStar from Amman to 
Toronto, arriving the same evening to pursue your planned 


activities. 


Royal Jordanian, one of the most dynamic airlines is always adding 
new destinations to its network for your comfort and convenience. 

<S&> ROYAL ) ORDAN IAN KUaMfcZA 5 




JORDAN MARKET PL A 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 

PACK MG. AW FREIGHT 
FORWARDIKG, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES , CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. R ES6RVATIONS. 

AMIN KAMAR&SONS 

J^TEL. 604676 604696 ^ 
ySS>yP.O.BOX 7806 
TAW AMMAN ^ 



f 4 Rent & Sale 

* Many villas and apartments 
are available for rent and 
sale - furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

* Also many lots of land are 
available for sale. 

For further details, please 
call 

Abdonn Real 


r RENT ^ 

Distinctive 

Villas Apartments Flats 
IN ROYAL WEST AMMAN 

‘^^1 real estate 

1=J “R” 

us 


Just call N1DAL 

693037 


m 


(Tel. 810805, 810609, 
I Fax: 610520. 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film ai 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 

sixm 30 % larger 

« Awe Mmtai Aaue 
13 x 18 c.m 


Shraetsani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 60404 2 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALL SOMA 
AT - 

4 1 do Pi DO 

Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 


CROWN 

BYT’L EST. | 
Packing, shipping, ^ 
forwarding, storage, 8 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 

Air. Sea and Land 



The Agency Palace Hotel 


LOBBY LOUNGE 

a^LSfABIL 

DAILY PIANO 
EOTERTAINMENT 
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. The first & beet 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
AhSyyah Girts School 

Takaanmy IsmbaMu 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Midnight 

ToL 638968 



' CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

p.m. 

i 6:30 - Midnight y 


1 MANDARIN RECTAPRAOT 

Special Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 

I Open 11 JO- 3 -JO a 6 .- 00 - 11:30 efafr] 

Taka awa y is avaBabla 

Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel y/j 
|TeL matt. Amnam] 

Cnee luted /jy ! 

» Akwy* r 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room-.! 


MAJfOTEL 

,lj£<|l|l= 


Amman -Tel 668193 


P.O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 


Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
es am 
sn 


DAJLY BUSINESSMAN'S LUNCH 


L_iAh?JJjq.g ->jQ 

The Phdadelph*o 




For Res. Call 663100 Ext. 113. 


Soup of the Dnv 

Salad Bar 

Grilled Filel Mignon 
with potatoes and vegetables 
Dessert . Coffee Or Tea 


■for rent! 


apartments, villas 


& SEMI VILLAS 


GET THE BEST AT 


JAMAL REAL ESTATE 


just call 


835859 
















SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 


Novotna stuns Graf 
reach Slims semis 


YORK (R) — Eighth seed 
.a Novotna of Czechoslovakia 
Lir' nsr way into the semifinals 
the Virginia Slims cham- 
- ■'ionships by stunning 'Wimbledon 
-hampion Steffi Graf 6-3 3-6 6-1 
Thursday. 

“It’s unbelieveable. It’s so 
emotional to me I just can’t be- 
lieve it,” said Novotna after 
'crushing the second-seeded, two- 
thne champion in die third set. 

Novotna, who had beaten Graf 
only once in 12 previous encoun- 
ters, at this year’s Australian 
Open, was brilliant from the ser- 
vice line, especially in the final set 
when she dropped just two points 
on her serve. 

“I was able to come back in the 
third set with a lot of great 
serves," said Novotna, who will 
face fourth-seeded, five-time 


champion Martina Navratilova in 
the semifinals. 

Earlier, Navratilova was able 
to do what Graf could not — 
rebound from a miserable first 
set. 

Navratilova kept alive her 
chance to break Chris Evert’s 
record of 157 career titles this 
year by holding off fifth-seeded 
Spaniard Arantxa Sanchez Vicar- 
io 1-6 64 6-2. 

“Arantxa was like a house on 
fire. I don't think I have ever lost 
a set that quickly," Navratilova 
said of the 18-minute opening set. 
“I have played worse in a set but I 
ran into a juggernaut.” 

Graf, who ends her year with 
seven titles including her third 
Wimbledon crown, was equally 
impressed with her opponent’s 
quick start. 


■ EMD - I M \T I G R AT I O N A l STRAUA 

7 'J\ IG10NAL OFFICE 


Announces the opening of its offices in 
Amman and of the start of receiving applica- 
tions from citizens of the region willing to 
• immigrate to Australia and those willing to 
inquire from the office about applications 
sent to the main office in Australia are also 
■welcome. 

Those concerned and interested in present- 
ing applications please call tel. 

616401 or 616402 

or come personally to the following address: 

Third Circle/Abdul Mun’em Riyadh 
Street/the way leading to Raas Al Eln 
area/next to the Civil Registration 
Department-Building No. 50, the second 
k floor. A 


“She played awfully well. In 
the first set she bad such a strong 
serve I could barely do anything. 

“But I made too many fore- 
hand errors, especially when she 
was serving to my forehand. I 
missed so many of them,” said 
the disappointed German. 

Graf was far from her best, 
committing an uncharacteristic 37 
unforced errors. But she did not 
give the match away. Novotna 
fully deserved the win that put 
the 23-year-old Czechoslovak in 
the semifinals of the season- 
ending championships for the 
first time in her career. 

“Obviously I didn’t play very 
well, but she rarely made any 
mistakes. You have to give credit 
to her,” Graf said. 

“She’s always had the talent to 
play very well... and she definite- 
ly improved hqr serve.” 

Novotna quickly built a 4-1 
first-set lead and held on for 6-3. 

Graf came op with the lone, 
break of the second set for 44 
when Novotna made one of her 
few errors from the services line, 
double faulting at break point. 

The former world number one 
tenaciously held onto that advan- 
tage to send the dramatic contest 
into a deciding set. 

The expectation that Graf 
would return to form and control 
the set faded quickly when 
Novotna blasted an ace to hold 
her first serve at 15 and broke the 
German in the next game. 

Novotna, this year’s Australian 
Open runner-up, just steamrolled 
Graf after that, breaking her 
again in the fourth game for 4-0 
and holding serve at love for a 
commanding 5-0 lead. 

Graf then served a love game 
of her own, won with consecutive 
aces, to avoid a shut-out, but It 
was too little, too late. 

Novotna followed with yet 
another love game to end the one 
hour, 42 minute contest. 


JORDAN BASKETBALL ROUND UP 


By AJeen Bannayan 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The first week of co m p e ti ti on in tbe 
first division basketball championship ended 
Thursday with eight matches that seemed to 
forecast what the e ven t ua l standings would almost 
look Ike. 

In the first of four games played Thursday, 
tide-holders Al AMI crashed newcomers to the 
division Al Karak, 164-26 with the first half 
ending 84-14 for Al Ahfi. Al Hussein beat the 
other newcomer,- Al Ashraffiefa, with a win of 
145-53 (hair time 71-30 for Al Hussein). 

. In u more competitive match, Al Jafil scored a 
precious win of 89-66 over Al Jazira, although X 
seemed Al Jazh-a could put up a good fight m the 
first half which Al JaM won 36-30. 

1b the fourth «■*<* of the day Al Orthodox! 
scored an expected 110-73 win over AJ WatanL 
The first half ended 64-34 for Al OrthodoxL 

In the four games played last Sunday Al Jazira 
scored a precious yet difficult 100-97 win over Al 
Watani; Al JaH scored a con vin c i ng 90-76 win 
over Al Hussein; Al Orthodox! beat Al Karak 
128-16 and Al AMi crushed Al Ashraffiefa 143-35. 

Tbe first divfadon basketball championship be- 
gan Sunday Nov. 17 and the teams wffl play an 
eUmination round until Dec. 5 after which tbe first 
four hwww wiB play a seperate round to determine 
the champion and the top four while the rest at the 


teams wifl play another round of their own to 
determine tbe ranks of the teams from 5-8th 


The pressure now is on Al AhH to retain the title 
even though they are playing without Naser 
Bushnaq who helped them secure the tide last 
season. Bushnaq is currently reco ve r in g from 
surgery and wiB be absent for at least another six 
weeks. 

Rivals Al Orthodox! seem determined a nd 
ready to snat c h the title away. Al Jafil who 
finished third East season wffl certainly try to hold 
on to that standing and not lose it to ambitious Al 


Al Hussein and Al Watani who WwMmm i fifth 

and sixth last season will try to put up a good fight 

to improve their standings. 

On tbe other hand it seems inevitable that the 
less experienced newcomers Al Karak and Al 
Ashraffieh wffl go back to the second division as ft 
see ms ext remely difficult for them to score the 
wwm m) wins to enable them to stay in the first 
division. 

Tbe next four ma t c h es wffl be played Sunday as 
Al Karak meets Al Watani; Al AMi ^th 

Al Hussein; Al Ashraffiefa plays Al Jazira and Al 
Ortbodoxi meets Al Jafil. 

The matches are being played at Al AMi and Al 
Orthodox! courts hi Amman, as wefl as at Al 
Hassan Sports City in IrbkL 


Holyfield finally gets November fight 



ATLANTA (AP) — Evander 
Holyfield, who does nothing but 
win, finds himself in a no-win 
situation approaching Saturday’s 
heavyweight title fight against 
stand-in Bert Cooper. 

In a fight that seems little more 
than an exhibition before the 
hometown fans, Holyfield has lit- 
tle to gain outside Ins $6 million 
payday. 

“If he knocks him out in four 
rounds, they say be fought a 
bum,” trainer Lou Duva said. “If 
this guy makes Evander look bad, 
they ask what happened.” 

So why is Holyfield, assuming 
he's not desperate for the money, 
even fighting? 

“Right now, I just want to fight 
anybody,” Holyfield said. *Tve 
been training 10 weeks. It’s 
almost like if I don’t get a fight, I 
don’t get paid for my work.” 

Holyfield is an overwhelming 
favourite to retain his undisputed 
heavyweight championship 
against Cooper, who a week ago 
was resting on his laurels for 
having knocked out a fighter 
named Joe NBpp on Oct 18 and 
had no idea he’d been fighting for 
boxing’s biggest title. 

Holyfield is such a-favourite, in 
fact, that only one Las Vegas 
sports book even bothered post- 
ing odds on the fight, with Holy- 
field a 22-1 pick. 

HolyfiekTs second defence of 
the title he won 13 months ago 
with a third-round knockout of 
James “Buster" Douglas was to 
have been the biggest and richest 
prize fight ever. 

That, of course, was when the 
opponent was former 
heavyweight champion Mike 
Tyson and the site was outside a 
Las Vegas casino some 3,000 
miles (4,800 kilometres) away. 
Tyson withdrew from the fight 
after suffering a rib injury during 
training. 

“That was an event they would 
have been talking about for the 
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MV (SAL. EH CEE 
iSH?T EXACTLY A 
GLAMOR GAL BUT 
I'M NO CLARK 
GABLE EITHER! 
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i'll make love to 
her— Something 
SHE DOESN'T KNOW/ 

ANVTHfNG ABOUT/ 


ENCEEMVSWEEn; HAVE Vou 
EVER BEEN the object of 
AN UNDYING LOVE? A LOVE 

as powerful as light hum* 

HAVE Vou EVERBEENLOVED' 
like THAT §Nee&£ 
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next decade,” Duva said. “It was 
going to be spectacular. We 
would have found out if Tyson 
was the baddest guy in the world 
or if Evander was a good, good 
heavyweight. How does Evander 
prove be is a good fighter if he 
doesn’t fight a Tyson.” 

Certainly not against Cooper, 
who got his chance only when the 
first substitute, Italy’s Francesco 
Damiani, injured an ankle in 
training last week. 

Despite the promoter's 
attempts to portray Cooper as 
another Tyson, the reality is that 
Cooper had lost four of his pre- 
vious six fights — three by knock- 
out — before embarking on a 
modest four-fight winning streak 
this year against a collection of 
unknowns to up his record to 26-7 
with 23 knockouts. Cooper win 
be paid $750,000 for fighitng 
Holyfield. 

The night Holyfield stopped 
Douglas to win the title. Cooper 
was knocked out in tbe second 
round by Riddick Bowe on the 
undercard. 

‘‘This is the chance of a lifetime 
for Cooper,” Duva said. “Stran- 
ge tilings have happened. Who 


would have thought Douglas 
would beat Tyson in Tokyo?” 

Holyfield, who hasn’t lost since 
his controversial disqualification 
at the hands of Kevin Bany in tbe 
1984 Olympics, has won 26 times 
as a pro, with eight of the wins 
coming after he moved up to the 
heavyweight ranks three years 
ago. 

His biggest problem Saturday 
night may be the mental adjust- 
ment from fighting a huge fight 
against Tyson to taking on a 
journeyman like Cooper. 

“I was disappointed,” Holy- 
field said of the Tyson cancella- 
tion. “Bat in boxing yon get up 
for each and every fight. Some 
fighters just bring a little more to 
the table and are a little more 
dangerous than others.” 

Duva said he hopes the excite- 
ment of fighting before thousands 
of his hometown fans at the Omni 
Arena will help motivate his 
fighter. 

“The danger is he will come in 
flat,” Duva said. “My job is to 
motivate him, have him ready. I 
may hit him over the head with 
the stool if he doesn't respond.” 


U.S. boxer puts Olympics 
(loping ban behind him 


SYDNEY (R) — Light-flyweight 
Eric Griffin, disqualified from 
competing in the 1988 Seoul 
Olympics after testing positive for 
cocaine prior to the games, won 
the first gold medal of the World 
Amateur Boxing Championships 
Friday. 

Griffin defeated Rogelio Mar- 
celo 36-18 on points for his 
second world title and his fourth 
victory over the Cuban in tbe past 
two years. 

One of only two American 
boxers in the finals, Griffin said 
be was on target to win the gold 
medal at next year’s Barcelona 
Olympics and would then turn 
professional. 

“Two golds at the World 
Championships and gold at Bar- 
celona mean I have nothing more 
to prove as an amateur,” he told 
reporters. 

The Cuban team, hoping to 
win six gold medals in the 12 
divisions, had a disastrous start 
with bantamweight Henrique 
Carrion losing the second final 
against Bulgaria’s European 
champion Serafim Todorov. 

Todorov, beaten by Carrion 
three times in recent major 
tournaments, was ecstatic after 
being declared an easy 25-5 
points winner. 

He picked off the Cuban at will 
with svrift left jabs and counter- 
punches in the first two rounds 


and was happy to backpedal and 
keep out of trouble in the last 
round to make sure of victory. 

Germany, fighting for the first 
time as a united team, picked up 
their first medal when European 
champion Marco Rudolph beat 
the wily Soviet southpaw Artur 
Gregorian in the lightweight divi- 
sion. 

Gregorian, who had beaten 
Cuban world champion Julio 
Gonzalez on the way to the final, 
was well behind in the first two 
rounds and though he stormed 
back in the last, Rudolhp took 
. the fight 19-14. 

The Cubans, the kings of 
amateur boxing, lost two of the 
four finals they were contesting 
and it was left to their classy 
heavyweight champion Felix 
Savon to salvage their reputation. 

The Soviet Union, vying with 
Cuba for boxing supremacy, lost 
both its final bouts. Apart from 
Gregorian, middleweight Alex- 
ander Lebziak was beaten by 
Italy’s Tommaso Russo. 

Cuban Savon won his third 
world title with a 39-16 battering 
of European champion Arnold 
Vanderiijde of the Netherlands. 

The six remaining finatf will be 
fought Saturday, with Cuba 
featuring in two bouts and trying 
to equal the tally of four golds in 
1989. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
ft T ANN AH HIRSCH 

61991 Tnbuna Mean Semen. Inc. 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*6 AQ93 vA6 *AQJ874 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
1 * 3 4 3 NT Pass 

9 

What action do you take? 

Q.2 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*8752 v*J763 .'83 *K85 

Partner opens the bidding with one 
heart. What do you respond? 

Q.3 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*K6 7KQJ1073 OK +K872 
The bidding has proceeded: 

East South West North 
1 * 2 T 2 * Pass 

Pass ? 

What action do you take? 


Q.4 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

♦A 103 T’Void -KQ43 +A98764 

Your right-hand opponent opens 
the bidding with one heart. What 
action do you take? 

Q.5 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*Q7 T’KG 0KJ5 +AKQ1063 
Your right-hand opponent opens 
the bidding with one heart What 
action do you take? 

Q.6 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4AJKQ70 7KQJ63 <■« 4Q5 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 * Pass 1 * Pass 

2 * Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 


FORECAST FOR SATURDAY NOVEMBER 23, 1991 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Slow that yon are able to reduce 
those fine and witty comments you 
have been making to a saleable and 
efficient basis. Expect to receive 
the cooperation of all concerned 
after you explain the «***■»»« 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
You can have a very accurate 
awareness just what h going on 
about you and what is expected of 
you if you are still for a little while 
and listen to your intuitions. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You need to have a better aware- 
ness of what is the true relationship 
between you and others and its 
important you let them know your 
views. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Whatever tasks face you whether 
at home, at business, whether you 
like them or not can now be 
bandied in a most efficient man- 
ner. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Your need now is to have 
some relief from the pre s s u res that 
have been yours and in your news- 
paper you find TV, motion picture 
suggestions of value. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Think 
out some plan by which you can 
make you own dan happier and 
your home that haven of rest that is 
so necessary for one’s peace of 
mind, comfort. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Get out in the world now for 
the appointments, the medical or 


dental treatments or the errands 
that are on your list and you’ve 
been postponing. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) This is your day and evening to 
get at making those repairs, doing 
that painting that is so good for yno 
and that is therapeutic as well as 
improve home value. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) You certainly can get most 
anything you want now if you wffl 
be in tune with those about you 
and show you have true considera- 
tion and thought-fulness. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Get at finding that 
information you need so badly but 
do it in an uoobstructive and unos- 
tentatious m&ntmter so you do not 
rouse fire cf a bigwig. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Whatever you wonki 
like to (to for good friends and 
warm admirers is very good now so 
make a point to join them at social 
gathering for fun. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) You can be quite confused 
now about what to do in order to 
gain more prominence in your 
sphere of activity so think about 
bow to improve your scanning jj, 
community. 

PISCES: (February 20 to Manh 
20) You now find that you would 
be wise to study the school of 
philosophy that attracts you the 
most and to engage in some educa- 
tional research. 



Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: SWOON CHICK CUPFUL ACCESS 

Answer. The magician draws away your focus 

BY HOCUS-POCUS 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Ananias 
5 Perry of song 
S Spring month 

14 Killer whale 

15 Pitcher 
Herehlsar 

16 Stack 

17 National symbol 

19 Refrain syllables 

20 Water pistol 
shot 

21 Physical aBment 

23 Square column 

25 Sunday singers 

26 Natives of 
Calabria 

30 Last 

33 “ — Rosen- 
kavaUer” 

34 Racing shell 

36 Ms Moorehead 

37 Latter adjunct 
abbr. 

39 Ftsherman's 


41 River to the 
Danube 

42 Famous 
44 DMdng 

membranes 

46 Gr. vowel 

47 Insignificant 
tacts 

49 Sd-fl weapon 
61 Prison rooms 

53 PA port 

54 Entices 
57 Woodland 

dealings 

61 Cereal grain 

62 Ancient 
Mariner's bene 

64 Sizable 
66 — Canines 
fMex. president) 

66 Cozy home 

67 Trig functions 
66 Lattque 

69 Crude .minerals 

DOWN 

.1 High tosses 
' 2 Kirkuk's tend 


aaaa aaaaa 

ana anna 

iflBBfl aaaaa 


HUB aflBB aBBB 


etm Titm UMU Samen. km 

41 Rjgftm Fmervad 


6 Assn. 

7 Canasta play 
6 Of oK 

9 PA city 

10 Gruel 

11 Coyote’s elusive 
quarry 

12 Man or Wight 

13 Regan's father 
16 Kovacs or Pyta 
22 Haggard 

heroine 

24 Cattle bread 

26 Dog tag ter 
short 

27 Pavarotti or 

Do mi ngo 

28 Long-distance 
flier 

29 Tatter 

31 Oscar da la — 

32 Lamb product 
85 Wigwam 

38 Bargaining 


s Puzzle Sototfc 


nnnn rannnn nnnn 
nnnn rmnon innnn 
nnnnnnnnnn nnnn 
non onnn nononn 
nnon nnnn 
nnnnn ^noooonr: 
nnnn onnn ranrcnn 
nnnn nnmren nnnn 
RPinnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnnnnnn onnnn 
nnnn nnnn 
rannnnn nnnn non 
nnnn nmnnnnnnnn 
nnnn nnnnn n^nn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 


46 LteBna ’ 

<6 Uquor base: 


55 Bangkok native 

56 Twist 

56 Active one . 
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Financial Jo^pwi^pfces 

Markets ta “ »» 

Cairo Amman Bank 

DJS. Dotor la International Markets 



Deutsche Mark 


Swiss Franc 


F reach Franc 


Japanese Yea 


European Cnrrenv Unit 


USD Per STG 
On vam Opcafaq: «t M a.n. GMT 


7.5998 

7.6035 

7.4790 

1.4250 



729.70 

729.5 5 

7.2760 


Data: 

27/77/97 


Cnrrency 


U.S. Dollar 


Sterling Pound 


Deutsche Mark 


Swiss Franc 


French Franc 


Japanese Yen 


Eoropean Currency Unit 


1 MTH j 3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 


4.75 

4.87 

4.87 

5.00 

70.50 

10.37 

10.25 

70.25 

HfilHKil 

9.37 

If 1 

7.5 6 

7.81 

7.81 

7.81 


9.50 

9.43 

6.25 

6.18 

5.93 

5.75 

9.62 

9.75 

9.75 

9.75 


ran hr mmu ncndlnc U-S. Mbn l .MO. MO or cqmraksat. 

Hetab dm.. 21 / 11/91 


USD/Oz JD/Gm 


6.95 ] saver 


Contra! Bank of Jordan Exdutnpa Rata EeBefla 


27/11/91 


Carratcy 


IKS. Dollar - 


Sterling Pound- 

- 

Deutsche Mark 



French Franc 


Japanese Yea 4 


Dutch Gadder 


Swedish Krona 


I talian Lira 4 


Belgian Franc 


debar Corrcndn 





.27/11/97 


Offer 


1 .7180 



Greek Drachma 


1.4836 


Cjpriot Pound 


'HfP 

CAB tnc B cm for Annum Fi nanci a l Market' 


19 / 11/91 


1.5016 



20 / 11/91 Cte< 


Banking Sector 

704.94 

704.97 

Insurance Sector 

726.52 

125.95 


Industry Sector 



Services Sector 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and goid against the dollar at midsession 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Friday. 


One Sterling 1.7925/35 

One U.S. dollar 1.1365/70 

1.59J5Z35 
1.7945/55 
1.4170/77 
32.78/82 
5.4400/50 
1204/1205 
129.70/80 
5.8270/8320 
6.2730/80 
6.1980/2030 

.One ounce of gold 367.25/367.75 


U.S. dollar 
Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian Kre 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


Prices soar in Romania 

Finance minister 
predicts aiasterity 
budget for 1 992 


Experts point to Soviet oil 
to lessen reliance on M.E. 


BUCHAREST, Romania (AP) 
— A top official has painted a 
dismal picture of the country's 
economy, saying the government 
will have only half the money it 
needs to meet planned budget 
expenses next year. 

Finance Minister George 
Danielescu made the forecast as 
Romanians struggled with drastic 
rises in energy and transport costs 
that are rippling through the en- 
tire economy. 

Mr. Danielescu said the coun- 
try has only 500 billion iei (S2.8 
billion) for next year's budget, 
which is about half of what it 
needs. 

"The budges for 1992 will prob- 
ably be an austerity budget," he 
said. 

Mr. Danielescu, whose Nation- 
al Liberal Party joined Premier 
Theodor Stolojan’s new coalition 
government last month, favours 
speedy reforms as Romania shifts 
from communism to the free mar- 
ket. 

But he acknowledged that bene- 
fits will come slowly. 

"We hope the reforms will 
yield results, but we are nor 
deluding ourselves that these will 
be visible in 1992,” he said. 

Mr. Danielescu said industrial 
productivity and production de- 
clined by about 20 per cent and 10 
per cent, respectively, during the 
past year. Sales fell 28 per cent in 
the state sector, which still far 
outstrips the private sector in 
volume. 

Romania's trade deficit has 
widened to S1.2 billion, a figure 
that well exceeds the country's 
hard currency reserves. 

Only about a quarter of S2 
billion in foreign credits that had 
been expected from Western cre- 
ditors has arrived so for. 

Nonetheless, the government is 


pushing ahead with reforms, 
which include scrapping price 
subsidies. 

Last week it more than quadru- 
pled the gasoline price to 130 lei 
(70 cents) a litre, bringing it in 
line with the world market. But 
Romania's average monthly wage 
of 10,000 lei is not enough to fill 
two automobile tanks. 

The independent Arpress news 
agency reported that some state- 
run road, rail and air transport 
companies are hiking rates by up 
to six times as a result of the rise 
in fuel costs. 

A Bucharest- Berlin train ticket 
rose to 17,000 lei this week from 
7,000 lei previously. 

The agency predicted prices on 
food and other basics could triple in 
the near future. But Mr. Danietescu 
said overall short-term inflation 
should not exceed 60 per cent. 

Inflation over the past year has 
been about 250 per cent, while 
salaries have nearly doubled. Mr. 
Danielescu said buying power de- 
creased by 19 per cent this year 
before the latest price rises. 

The government currently is 
negotiating with unions over an 
indexing scheme to partially 
offset inflation by linking salaries 
to prices. 

Despite the economic 
hardship, Mr. Stolojan's new 
government appeared to be win- 
ning support in the independent 
media. The opposition weekly 
"22” wrote this week that the 
reforms "meet the requirements 
of all political orientations.” 

Such supportive tone is in sharp 
contrast to the rancor that characte- 
rised media-government relations 
under ex-premier Petre Roman, who 
was forced from office by rioting 
mine rs in September. 


ABU DHABI, United Arab 
Emirates (Agencies) — The 
chairman of the Arab Monetary 
Fund says the European Com- 
munity (EC) was working cm an 
energy charter that would allow 
foe Soviet Union to replace the 
Middle East as its main supplier 
of oil. 

“The most important and moist 
dangerous objective of this char- 
ter is foe gradual replacement of 
Middle East crude ofl by foe 
Soviet oil especially after the 
recent Gulf events,” foe chair- 
man, Osama Fakih, said at a 
gathering of Arab economy ex- 
perts. 

He said the EC member states 
planned to enter the oil market of 
the Soviet Union through an 
energy cooperation agreement. 

They also planned to flood 
eastern Europe with advanced 
energy exploration and produc- 
tion technology and offer interna- 
tional expertise to foe Soviet Un- 
ion to upgrade and improve its 
energy structure. The charter 
would be finalised before the end 
of the year, be said. 

The Soviet Union is the world’s 
largest oil producer but its output 
levels have dropped by 12 per 
cent this year to reach less than 11 
million barrels per day, Mr. 
Fakih estimated. 

Oil revenue is foe backbone of 
the Gulf economy. The onl-rich 
states of the region also depend 
on that income to bankroll smal- 
ler Arab countries without signifi- 
cant natural resources. 

Western Europe takes about 40 
per cent of its fuel needs from foe 
Gulf Arab countries. 

Mr. Fakih urged foe Arab oil- 
producing states to continue 
efforts to ensure stability of the 
world oil market, and their share 
of it, and to reduce their reliance 
on oil revenue by diverafying 
their economic base. 

The Gulf war, he said, under- 


scored the importance of the 
Arab oil for the industrialised 
world and “proved the inevitable 
cooperation between oil produc- 
ing and wwwmiing countries.” 

A top Western industry execu- 
tive said Gulf oil producers must 
give foreign Anns more incentives 
if they want to attract capital and 
technology. 

Mark Moody-Stuart, managing 
director of Royal Dutch Shell 
group of companies, told a con- 
ference in Bahrain that reluct- 
ance by Gulf producers to allow 
foreign firms to invest directly in 
their crude production would 
prompt trig foreign firms to ex- 
ploit opportunities elsewhere. 

“The question is essentially 
that of unwillingness on the part 
of those countries, Mr. Moody- 
Stuart said. 

"There has been a great deal of 
talk about readiness to entertain 
investment in one form or 
, another and proposals of various 
sorts have been put forward,” he 
said. 

“But as for as I know no 
agreement has been reached 
which would be sufficient to 
attract more than a small minor- 
ity in the industry — and those 
who have made agreements are 
probably drawn mainly by the 
hope of future changes,” he said. 

Mr. Moody-Smart said if the 
Gulf stated — whidi straddle 
about 65 pier cent of the world's 
known oil reserves — took the 
input of foreign technology and 
capital the. results would be "pro- 
found." But he added: 

“As long as this area remains 
effectively dosed to upstream in- 
dustry risk capital, the industry 
will restlessly seek other avenues 
for investment,” he said. 

Mr. Moody-Stuart said one 
country in whidi foreign firms 
saw tremendous upstream poten- 
tial was the Soviet Union, whose 
own production was approx- 


Nearly half a million Americans 
file new unemployment claims 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
number of Americans filing new 
unemployment , claims surged 
dose to the half-million mark in ' 
early Novembe r, a p pro achiugihe" 
bleakest levels of foe recession, 
foe government said Thursday. 

After stabilising over the sum- 
mer, the nation’s job market is 
now apparently deteriorating 
again, at least basedon how many 
out-of-work Americans are new 
to unemployment lines in any 
given week. 

Those numbers, after hitting an 
eight-year high of 540,000 in 
March, improved to around 
400,000 in July. Now they’s are 
back to the half-million mark — a 
worrisome indication, analysts 
said, that layoffs may be wearing 
on and that foe nation’s unem- 


ployment rate may be headed 
higher, too. 

For the week ending Nov. 9, 
the irutial-damis level jumped by 
39,000 to 493;000; the highest it’s 
been since April 20, the Labour 
Department said. It followed a 
rise of 33,000 the week before. 

Some of the layoffs in early 
November could have been 
blizzard-related slowdowns in 
construction, analysts said. But 
the weakness was broader, hit- 
ting states nationwide and work- 
ers in a cross-section of indus- 
tries. 

“We’re still talking about a 
number which has to be viewed as 
ominous," said Robert Derrick, 
chief economist at the Northern 
Trust Co. of Chicago. 

“People are battening down 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 

TOKYO — Stocks . extended their taring streak to eight days with 
brokers blaming lack of incentives’ and poor prospects for an 
upturn in corporate profits. The Nikkei fell 60.45 points or 0.26 
per cent to 23,117.39. 

FRANKFURT — German shares ended mixed after a quiet day of 
range-trading, as many of the market’s earlier modest gains were 
surrendered later due to an unexpectedly high jump in German 
money supply data. The 30-share DAX index rose 2.16 to 
1,600.25. 

ZURICH — Swiss shares closed lower in a session which saw 
strong selling in selected bine chips. The all-share SFI index fell 
17.9 points to 1,057.2. 

PARIS — French shares sank again, bringing their one-week loss 
since the mini-crash on Wall Street to over 6.5 per cent The 
CAC-40 index fell 24.74 points, or 1.40 per cent 1,741.28 on 
volume of 3.3 billion francs. 

LONDON — Shares closed at the bottom of the day’s trading 
range, with concern at streKng’s performance and n ervousness 
oyer Wall Street weighing on sentiment. The FTSE 100 index 
finished 17.2 points down at 2,446 J. 


the hatches again,” Mr. Dederick 
said of companies announcing 
- more layoffs. . “The. .expansion 
started out subdued,' It levelled 
in the summer: These num- 
bers riiggest the recovery . has 
stalled out and may have slipped 
back into reverse." 

The Bush administration 
sought to put the blame for dis- 
mal job conditions on Democrats 
in Congress. 

Labour Secretary Lynn Martin 
said that if Congress had passed 
President Bush’s capital gains tax 
ait, banking legislation and a 
jobs-produting highway bill, foe 
unemployment claims number 
“would have been dramatically 
lower.” 

Pressed on whether foe U.S. 
economy has pulled out of reces- 
sion, Mr. Martin said: 

“I know this: Too many people 
are out of wort. There seems to 
be a consensus — we are in a 
trough but we're moving up.” 


Emirates 
buys two 

Airbuses 


DUBAI (R) — Emirates Airimes has 
ordered two Airbus- A3 10- 
300 passenger planes, taking to 
seven the number of airbuses it 
has on order from the European 
consortium, a statement from the 
airline said. Emirates, owned by 
Dubai in foe United Arab Emi- 
rates, said the two newly ordered 
aircraft would enter service in 
mid-1992 at the same time as 
three from a previous order. Emi- 
rates, set up as an independent 
anfme six years in a market pre- 
viously dominated by the regional 
airline Gulf Air, gave no cost 
estimate for the order. The Emi- 
rates statement quoted its chair- 
man, Ahmad Ibn Saced AI Mak- 
toum as saying the new aircraft 
would play a major role in the 
airline’s plans for growth in 1992. 
Emirates airimes is also expected 
to announce its decision soon on 
long-haul wide body jets — seven 
firm orders and seven options — : 
for delivery beginning in 1995.' 


Joe Versus The 
Volcano 



Tel: 0414t\ 



Violette Miraziz has the pleasure to invite you to her 
First Table Covers and Ornaments Exhibition. 

Held at the occasion of X’mas 
at the reception of the 

Royal Cultural Centra (RCC) 

During Nov. 24, 25th, 26th 
from 8-2 a.m. and 4-8 p.m. 


Scan dinavia n Ladies of Amman 

under the patronage of 


»7-I' TJ I i hkvMT 


I 


present 

SCANDINAVIAN ARTn CRAFT 
exhibition and sale 

on 

Sunday November 24th 1991 
at 

Amman Marriott Hotel 
(from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.) 


Xmas Offer 




Starring 'Abu Awwad Family* 

After the great success it achieved 
continues its shows daily 
at 8:30 p.m. 

Please buy your ticket* In a dvance 


Show 33 0. 6J0 . &3p pju. 


RA 

JD 25 

WADI SAQRA 
BOOKSHOP 

below Philadelphia Hotel bridge 


imately equal to that of OPEC 
although most was consumed 
domestically. 

“This production, fettering as it 
may be at present, is backed by 
enormous reserves and explora- 
tion potential. The Soviet Union 
is a factor to be reckoned with,” 
be said. 

Senior Western oil industry ex- 
ecutives said Gulf oil producers 
must give foreign firms more 
incentives if they want to attract 
the capital and technology 
needed to expand their capacity 
in the 1990s. 

New opportunities for explora- 
tion and investment opening up 
elsewhere — especially in the 
Soviet Union — could divert 
foreign investment to areas where 
rewards are greater, the execu- 
tives said. 

Describing the 1990s as a “de- 
cade of choice” for international 
investment, they warned that the 
huge reserves of Gulf producers 
and low cost of exploiting them 
might not be enough incentive. 

Roger Abel, Conoco Inc. vice . 
president and general manager 
Exploration Production USSR, 
said intense competition among 
foe Soviet republics, particularly 
Russia, could lead to very favour- 
able terms for foreign oil firms. 

Undiscovered reserves in the 
Soviet Union could be twice the 
size of those in Saudi Arabia, 
which has a quarter of the world 
total, be said. 

“The point is, attractive terms 
could shfft investments to foe new 
Russian state at the expense of 
other producing countries,” he 
added. 

“Couple this with the apparent 
opening of doors in South Amer- 
ica and a number of Middle East 
countries and a reversal of die 
trend of the 1970s becomes possi- 
ble — could we be beaded for an 
investor’s market?” he said. 

Iran is cautiously opening its 


doors to foreign exploration Ap 
boost output while Kuwait's 
Minister Hamoud Abdulla ^ 
Raqba said last week foe emirgg: 
was negotiating with at least <^e 
foreign company to help rested 
its crippled oil industry. Neifogf 
country is offering foreigners 
equity. 

Iraq, still under a U.N. embar- 
go, has recently invited forejm 
companies to join in its oilfiafgj 
development schemes, hoping to 
overcome its cash crisis. 

Algeria is debating ambition* 
measures to attract foreign fo. 
vestment in exploiting its oil, 
and mineral wealth. 

But Saadi Arabia, the worlds 
biggest exporter of crude, had 
traditionally kept the door sljgf 
on upstream involvement by forgr 
ign companies. Oil Ministry 
Hisham Nazer has not ruled otit 
foe possibility of a reversal ^ 
policy. 

Industry sources say Riyadh 
which raised crude output by g 
dramatic 55 per cent during {ftg 
Gulf crisis, plans to spend arougd 
$20 billion to expand capacity ^ 
10 million barrels per day by ifo 
end of 1994 from 8.5 milfion now- 

It is virtually the only oil pfgi 
ducer with any spare capacity 
present- and most analysts expect 
its dominance to grow as 
demand for oil increases in the 
1990s. 

But many executives at the 
conference said the effect of hew 
exploration frontiers — albeit In 
more costly and difficult areg§ 
like Siberia — should not feg 
underestimated. 

“The nineties may be a decade 
of international choice such as the 
industry has not been offered 
since the sixties — its resource 
will tend to go where the rewards 
as well as foe needs are greatest,” 
Hugh Norton, chairman of.firfr. 
ish Petroleum Co. PLCVB.p, 
Asia Pacific Ltd said. 



at the Palace of Culture Al Hussein Sports City at 8 p.m. on: 

Saturday Nov. 23 — Nut Cracker Ballet 
Sunday Nov. 24 — Carmen Ballet and diversified. 
Today — Saturday, a special performance for 
school students: Nut Cracker Ballet At4p.m„At 
reduced rate 
lie kata arm andfaMs at: 

— Al Hussein Sports City 

— Phoenix Cafeteria and Gallery, Gardens Street ■ 

— Zahrat Al Mada’en Mill — Jubilee Circle. 

— Abla and Antar Stores, Jabal Luweibdeh. 

— Safeway International. 

— A! Tam! Tours Agency, near Safeway. 

— Geneva Coffeeshop. 

— Music Box /Al Sweifiyyeh, the Eighth Circle. 

— - Al Shallal Restaurant, the Gardens Street. 

— Rana Pizza, opposite Al Ra'i Newspaper. 

— Rawan Wool, Gardens Street-Qa'san Centre. 



The University of Jordan is holding an exhibition for selling 
foreign books on various subjects at the Exhibition Hall- 
Deanship of Student Affairs with beginning Saturday, November 
23rd. 1991. 

Prices of books will range from 500-1000 fils. 

Invitation Is open to all those who are Interested 
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Yugoslav army steps up 
pressure in east Croatia 


. BELGRADE (R) — The Yugos- 
;Jav army attacked the defences of 
‘ Osijek in east Croatia Friday as it 
'stepped up military pressure on 
the rebel republic after the cap* 
inre of Vukovar. 

- Osijek was bombarded during 
:tfae night after Tan jag News 

'Agency said Thursday that the 

- Serbian-led army captured the 
. villages of Ernestinovo and Las- 

lovo, which command the town’s 
southern approaches. 

Zagreb Radio accused the 
army of also attacking villages 
around the Adriatic port of Zadar 
.and more fi ghting was : reported 1 
■around Nova Gradiska in central 
Croatia. 

Tan jug reported fresh agree* 
meats between Croatia and the 
army to permit federal forces to 
leave their blockaded barracks 
along the coast and return to 
other parts of Yugoslavia. 

It said these were signed in 
Split, Sibenik and Divulje. Nego- 
tiations continued to secure the 
departure of troops from bar- 
racks in Zagreb. 

Croatian radio confirmed 
■ Ernestinovo had been over-run 


but said fighting was continuing 
and vowed that the village would 
be retaken. “We can expect its 
liberation in the next few days,” 
it added. 

The radio denied Laslovo was 
captured but admitted that it had 
been encircled and that Osijek 
itself and two towns further west. 
Belisce and Valpovo, were 
. attacked during the night. 

Osijek lies 30 kilometres north 
of Vukovar which fell with heavy 
loss of life to the army this week 
after a three month siege. 

The defeat of Vukovar has 
enabled the army to 'switch re- 
sources to the fighting around 
Osijek. Serbian Television Thurs- 
day evening showed a column of 
tanks and other armoured vehi- 
cles heading in its direction from 
Vukovar. 

Croatian radio said attacks on 
Osijek continued throughout the 
night forcing its inhabitants to 
seek refuge in shelters despite 
cold and frequent power cuts. 

The army has seized a third of 
Croatia since the government in 
Zagreb declared the republic's 
independence from Yugoslavia in 


June. The move is opposed by the 
600,000 Serb minority among 
Croatia’s 4.5 nriUron population. 

Serbs have begun to populate 
ca p tu re d areas where up to half a 
million Croats have been forced 
to flee their homes. 

Nearly 400 wounded people 
from Vok'var are in Croatian 
hospitals after a two-day, 300- 
kilometre ordeal on the 
road. 

Buses and trucks filled with 
more than 2,000 other refugees 
came with them on a tortuous 
route through Serbia and Bosnia, 
taken to avoid die fighting west of 
the fallen Croatian town. 

The wounded, who had suf- 
fered appalling conditions in 
Vukovar hospital, arrived in 
Djakovo, 200 kilometres east of 
Zagreb. 

They were then being sent to 
several nearby towns. More than 
100 sick children will be brought 
to Zagreb for treatment. 

Tan jug said two patients died 
on the journey from a Serb ia n 
town where they had spent the 
night. 

The International Red Cross 


said it evacuated about 60 pa- 
tients, left behind by the convoy, 
from "(Vukovar hospital Tbnrsdy 
and would retain a presence in 
tire town for now. 

Vukovar is completely des- 
troyed and bodies of civilians 
litter its streets. 

United Nations envoy Cyrus 
Vance met Bosnia’s President 
Alija Izetbcgovic in the republi- 
can capital Sarajevo Thursday 
before talks in Belgrade with 
Serbian leader Slobodan 
Milosevic. 

Mr. Vance is in Yugoslavia to 
assess the chances of sending in 
U.N. peacekeeping forces as Ser- 
bia and Croatia want 

“It is in ap propriate to talk ab- 
out sending peacekeeping troops 
to Yugoslavia as long as the 
violence continues,” Tanjug 
quoted him as saying after the 
talks with Mr. Milosevic. 

Meanwhile the breakaway Re- 
public of Slovenia says it is hit 
hardest by European Community 
sanctions to force peace on war- 
tom Yugoslavia, even though it is 
not involved in the current fight- 
ing. 


Troops fan out across 
Punjab as elections near 


CHANDIGARH, India (Agen- 
cies) — Armed soldiefs have 
-fanned out across Punjab trying 
* to contain Sikh militancy as elec- 
tkms near, a spokesman said. 

-. The original vote in the spring 
•had been called off after 20 candi- 
dates were killed by Sikh mili- 
tants. 

' Some 20,000 soldiers, carrying 
automatic rifles stood at road 
.crossing and drove through the 
rich farming state in north western 
.-India, trying, the government 
.said, to “create confidence” 
among the people before Febiu- 
. ary’s state-wide elections. 

Hie troops deployed Thursday 
‘.have sweeping powers to search 
and detain anyone. Searches 
, would be carried out by the para- 
military and the army could be 
' called in if necessary , die spokes- 
man said on conditions that he 
not be identified further. 

The government on Wednes- 
day declared three of the state's 
regions as “disturbed areas,” 
which permits it to arrest people 
there without a warrant. The 
remaining nine districts had 
already been brought under the 
act. 

At least 2,000 Sikh militants 
1 have been killed this year fighting 
security forces in their quest for 
an independent homeland. 

The militants say they are dis- 
criminated against by India's Hin- 
du majority. Sikhs make up only 
2- two per cent of the country’s 
844'mOion people, but they have 
a slight majority over Hindus in 
Punjab. 

The federal government, which 
took, over Punjab after dismissing 
the state government in 1987, had 
promised to hold elections by 
Feb. 15. 

Meanwhile, 18 members of a 


single Sikh family gathering for a 
wedding were gunned down in 
their home, some hauled from 
hiding places and killed in cold 
blood, the groom, who narrowly 
escaped death, said Friday. 

Indian police said gunmen 
Thursday night killed 18 mem- 
bers of the family of Sikh militant 
Jagir Singh, including five women 
and three children, near die Sikh 
holy city of Amritsar, apparently 
over a private feud. 


Gurmej Singh, who was to 
have been married Friday and is 
tiie younger brother of Jagir, told 
Reuters that five gunmen — 
Piara Singh, three of his sons and 
another man — entered the fami- 
ly house where a wedding party 
was under way. 

“First they abused everybody, 
then they opened fire. Everybody 
ran for shelter, but they went 
through the house dragging peo- 
ple from hiding places and shoot- 
ing' them in cold blood,” Mr 
Gurmej said. 

He sard he fled outside and 
survived by hiding behind a 
woodpile. 


Piara Singh and one of his sons 
had been arrested for the killings, 
police said. Two more of Piara’s 
sons were being sought for taking 
part. 

Police said Piara and militant 
Jagir Singh had been enemies for 
the past two years following a* 
battle for control of a Gurdwara, 
or Sikh temple, in the village of 
Baserke Bhini, where both fami- 
lies lived. 

Jagir Singh was suspected of 


involvement in the killing two 
months ago of Pirate's Singh’s 
nephew and the attack on Jagir’s 
family might have been in re- 
venge, police said. 


Bush signs civil rights law. 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi- 
dent George Bush has signed a 
new civil rights law with guran- 
tees for women and minorities, 
ending a two-year struggle with 
Congress over whether die leg- 
islation encouraged the use of 
quotas in hiring for jobs. 

Mr. Bush signed the measure 
in a ceremony overshadowed by a 
furor over a proposed presiden- 
tial order that would have ended 
preferential hiring and promo- 
tions for women and minorities in 
the civil service. After circulating 
■ the order late Wednesday, the 
White House changed and eh- 
rmnated the most controversial 
j M rovisions. 

Government policies in this 
area are often followed by private 
business. 

The new law is the result of a 
battle to reverse decisions by the 
Supreme Court that interpreted 
previous laws in ways that made it 
harder for people to win lawsuits 
on the ground that they had been 
discriminated against. The fight 
was between businesses anxious 
to avoid lawsuits and people who 
advocated greater job and hiring 
protections. 

The law sets standards for em- 
ployers to demonstrate the that 
hiring practices which result in 
unintentional discr im ination are a 
business necessity. On the other 
hand, it also prohibits adjustment 
of to. boost the scores oif minor- 
ities bn tests given to prospective 


It establishes a new fair em- 
ployment office within the Senate 
as the first step in an administra- 
tiye process for complaints filed 
by Senate employees. There are 
no similar provisions for House of 
Representatives employees, who 
ahbady have a complaint appar- 
atus. 


A furor arose overnight over 
the proposed presidential order, 
which is distinct from the bill 
approved by Congress and now 
signed into law by the president. 
Press Secretary Marlin Fitzwater 
said Thursday that the statement 
on the presidential order was 
being completely changed. But 
he refused to rule out the possi- 
bility that Mr. Bush would order 
elimination of racial preference 
policies later. 

Qvil rights activists who saw 
the proposed presidential direc- 
tive Wednesday night said it 
would have reversed progress to- 
ward civil rights goals by blocking 
any government programme that 
give women or minorities prefer- 
ence in hiring, promotion or 
other policies. 

The statement was written for 
Mr. Bush to deliver at the signing 
ceremony. The White House in- 
sisted Mr. Bush bad not read the 
draft, prepared by White House 
Counsel C. Boyden Gray, before 
it was distributed to federal agen- 
cies. 

Mr. Fitzwater said Mr. Bush 
late Wednesday night ordered 
sections of the document rewrit- 
ten because “it was being misin- 
terpreted.” 

But die spokesman said the 
changes were substantive and 
would eliminate sections ordering 
termination of federal program- 
mes and practices that encourage 
racial preferences and so-called 
“set asides,” such as government 
contracts for minority businesses. 

“We support preferences and 
set asides as long as they’re con- 
sistent with the law,” Mr. Fitzwa- 
ter said. 

But he declined to say if the 
administration believes those 
programmes should remain un- 
changed. 


Jakarta pledges objective 
probe of Timor shooting 


JAKARTA (R) — Indonesia Fri- 
day promised a full investigation 
into the shooting of mourners by 
Indonesian soldiers at an East 
Timor cemetery, the outgoing 
Dutch ambassador to Indonesia 
said. 

Godert de Vos Van Steenwijk 
said Vice Preisdent Sudharmono 
had told him that “he personally 
would see to it that the investiga- 
tion would be thorough and 
objective.” 

“(The) vice president has been 
extremely positive in saying that 
he folly realises the concern of 
the international community be- 


cause it is not only Europe, it is 
also America and other parts of 
the world,” the ambassador told 
reporters after his farewell visit to 
Mr. Sudharmono Friday. 


Some reports say up to 180 
people were killed when Indone- 
sian troops opened fire on mour- 
ners in the former Portuguese 
colony of East Timor nearly two 
weeks ago. 


The army, which puts the death 
toll at 119, blames a misunder- 
stood order and says some in the 
crowd of 3,500 had provoked the 
shooting. 


Head of Philippine supreme 


court joins presidential race 


MANILA (R) — The head of the 
Philippine Supreme Court Friday 
threw his hat into the ring to join 
the already congested list of con- 
tendere vying to succeed Presi- 
dent Corazon Aquino in elections 
next May. 

Chief Justice Maroelo Fenian, 
64, was carried on the shoulders 
of cheering supporters after 
announcing his candidacy, saying 
toe nation’s survival was at stake. 

In a speech launching his cam- 
paign, Mr. Fenian promised a 
strong, decisive government that 
would promote investment, cre- 
ate jobs, combat widespread 
poverty and eliminate corruption. 

Mr. Fenian, who has the sup- 
port of tiie powerful Osxnena dan 
in his native Cebu and the in- 
fluential Archbishop of Manila, 
Cardinal Jaime Sin, joins an 
already crowded field of at least 
eight posable contenders. 


Politicians have warned that 
unless some drop out, the elec- 
tions could be incondnsive, with 
no candidate securing a convinc- 
ing majority, and opening the 
way to possible military interven- 
tion. 

Mr. Fenian launched his can- 
didacy at a time of political flux in 
the Philippines, where the main- 
stream opposition Narionahsta 
Party has fragmented and the 
ruling LDP party appears in dan- 
ger of being split by defections in 
the run-up to the polls. 


“Unless we get hold of 
ourselves, we’re on a runaway 
bobsled down the mountain to 
anarchy,” said Maximo Soliven, 
publisher of the Philippine Star 
newspaper. Mr. Feraan had 
made his move too late, be 
added. 

While Mr. Feman is believed 
to have the blessing of Mrs. 
Aquino, be has launched his can- 
didacy outside the traditional par- 
ty structure, and must organise a 
political madnne within the six 
months until the elections. 

Most politicians regard the 
elections as crucial to the future 
of the Philipines, which had failed 
to match the impressive growth of 
neighbouring Asian economies, 
and remains politically divided, 
with the feudal-style elite block- 
ing real reform and the army 
divided. 

The main contenders to suc- 
ceed Mrs. Aquino, who was 
swept to power in a 1986 popular 
revolt, include her estranged 
Vice-President Salvador Laurel, 
former Defence Secretary Fidel 
Ramos, Senate President Jovito 
Salonga, and popular film idol 
Joseph Estrada. 

Mrs. Aquino, who restored 
democracy in the heavily- 
indebted country after ending the 
20-year rule of late dictator Ferdi- 
nand Marcos, says she will not 
run for a second term, but the 
ex-president's widow Imelda 
Marcos remains a wild card. 



Sihanouk thanks France for peace role 


PHNOM PENH (R) — A bcam- 
■ ing Prince Norodom Sihanouk, 
recently returned from long exile, 
staged a surprise welcome for 
French Foreign Minister Roland 
Dumas Friday to thank France 
for helping to bring peace to 
Cambodia. 

Mr. Dumas, who arrived in 
Pham Penh in the morning, is the 
first minister from the five perma- 
nent members of the United Na- 
tions Security Council to visit 
Cambodia since its rival factions 
sighed a formal end to 13 years of 
civil war in Paris on Oct. 23. 

The accords paved the way for 
Prince Sihanouk to return .to 
Phnom Penh last week. He had 
not seen the city since fleeing 
ahead of invading Vietnamese 
troops who installed the current 
go ve rn m ent in early 1979. 

“It is a great honour to wel- 
come France back on onr sacred 
soO,” Prince Sihanouk said when 
be met Mr. Dumas on the steps of 
a pavilion in his royal palace, 
which was donated by 19th cen- 
tury French Emperor Napoleon 
m. Prince Sihanouk was not 
scheduled to meet Mr. Dumas 
until Saturday. 

The white colonial-style build- 
ing was built in France and ship- 


ped to Cambodia when it was a 
French protectorate. 

Prince Sihanouk was crowned 
king of Cambodia by the French 
in 1941. He led Cambodia to 
independence in 1953 and later 
abdicated to become an elected 
political leader. He is a passion- 
ate Francophile with a house in . 
France. 

He returned to Phnom Penh as 
chairman of the Supreme Nation- 
al Council (SNC), a reconcilia- 
tion body conceived as part of a 
peace plan formulated by the five 
permanent Security Council 
members — France, Britain, Chi- 
na, the Soviet Union and the 
United States. 

“France has given back Cam- 
bodia's national identity,” said 
Prince Sihanouk, referring to the 
French role in bringing about the 
Paris accord. Mr. Dumas pres- 
ided jointly with Indonesia at the 
peace conference. 

“Yon are my president,” the 
ebullient Prince Sihanouk told 
Mr. Dumas. 

“Here you are my king,” Mr. 
Dumas replied. 

Prince Sihanouk’s longtime 
foes in the Phnom Penh govern- 
ment Wednesday declared Prince 
Sihanouk head of state of all 


Cambodia. 

Hun Sen, premier of the 
Phnom Penh government, has 
said he personally would back 
Prince Sihanouk if be wished to 
become king again. Prince Siha- 
nouk has said he would accept the 
role if the people wanted. 

■ Mr. Hnn Sen and Foreign 
Minister Hor Namhong greeted 
Mr. Dumas at Phnom Penh’s 
Pochentong Airport, which still 
beans the scare of Khmer Rouge 
rocket attacks in the 1970s. 

Prince Sihanouk and Mr. 
Dumas later attended the final 
day of Cambodia’s Water Festiv- 
al, a traditional celebration of 
boat races revived last year after 
a 20-year ban. 

Mr. Dumas is scheduled to 
meet leaders of die SNC, includ- 
ing Son Sen, the army chief and 
former chief executioner of the 
radical Khmer Rouge, Saturday. 
SNC delegates have begun 
gathering hi Phnom Penh under 
the terms of the Paris accord. 

Mr. Dumas is to leave Sunday 
for Vietnam’s Ho Chi Minh City, 
formerly Saigon, and will also go 
briefly to the capital of Laos, 
Vientiane. Both countries were 
part of tire French empire until 
the 1950s. 


Sweden receives copies of ‘most 
interesting’ papers on Wallenberg 


MOSCOW (AP) — The Swedish 
government has received copies 
of key documents unearthed 
when investigators searched 
Soviet archives for dues to the 
fate of Raoul Wallenberg, an 
embassy official has said. 


Hans Magnussnn. minister ple- 
nipotentiary i s e Swedish 
embassy, said his 0 /ennnent's 
officials are finding new docu- 
ments almost every week relating 
to Wallenberg, but they still do 
no know what happened to him 
after he was imprisoned in the 
Soviet Union. 

Former Soviet Union Minister 
Boris Pankin Wednesday handed 
over the copies of documents the 
Swedish researchers had seen 
previously, said Mr. Magnusson. 
“We asked to receive copies of 
the most interesting documents to 
send back to Stockholm,” he 
said. 


Mr. Pankin, formerly the 
Soviet Union’s ambassador to 
Sweden, has allowed the Swedes 
to search through Foreign Minis- 
try archives covering the period 
up to 1961, Mr. Magnusson said. 
There have been reports that 
Wallenberg was seen alive in the 
1960s, 1970s and 1980s. 


Mr. Pankin was named ambas- 
sador to Britain this week when 
Mr. Eduard Shevardnadze re- 
turned to the post of foreign 
minister. 

Mr. Wallenberg is credited 
with saving the lives of tens of 
thousands of Hungarians during 
World War II before be was 
arrested by the Soviet army. 

Soviet authorities denied any 
knowledge of Wallenberg until 
1957, when they told Sweden he 
had died 10 years before in a 
Soviet prison. Documents relat- 
ing to the Soviet decision to make 
the 1957 disclosure to the Swedes 
were among those Mr. Magnus- 
son described as interesting. 

"We have now received reports 
on conversations between Swed- 
ish and Soviet officials, and inter- 
nal reports,” said Mr. Magnus- 
son. 

“They were withholding in- 
formation all time from 1947 to 
1957 when they denied Wallen- 
berg was in the Soviet Union," 
said Mr. Magnusson. “It appears 
the Foreign Ministry knew in 
February 1947 he was here. 

“We learned also there was a 
letter from the minister of state 
security to (then-Soviet Foreign 
Minister) Vyacheslav Molotov on 


July 17, 1947, the day, according 
to tiie official Soviet version, that 
Wallenberg died," Mr. Magnus- 
son said. ‘’That letter has not 
been found, but it was reg- 
istered” in an internal document 
as having been received by Mr. 
Molotov. 

Mr. Magnusson said among the 
documents is a letter Mr. Molo- 
tov wrote to the Soviet govern- 
ment in April 1956 after the 
Swedish government had pre- 
sented signed testimonies of Ger- 
man prisoners of war who bad 
seen Mr. Wallenberg. 

In that letter Mr. Molotov 
“suggested the government 
should reveal to the Swedish side 
the truth about Wallenberg's 
fate,” Mr. Magnusson said. 
“That implies, although it’s not 
quite dear, that something hap- 
pened to him. It’s implied in the 
word 'fate.'” 

The Soviet authorities pre- 
sented a doctor’s certificate in 
1957, saying Mr. Wallenberg had 
died of a heart attack in 1947. 

“The work goes on. New docu- 
ments are found every week more 
or less,” said Mr. Magnusson. 
But there is still “no 1 document 
certifying hewould have been alive 
after 1947.” 


Cheney increases pressure on N. Korea in nuclear row 


TOKYO (R) — The United 
States and Japan have replaced 
talk of the Soviet threat in Asia 
with the “North Korea threat” in 
a joint drive to persuade Pyon- 
gyang to abandon its reported 
plans to develop nuclear 
weapons. 

“The very real danger of North 
Korea's nuclear proliferation is 
now the number one threat to 
security in North East Asia,” 
U.S. Defence Secretary Dick 
Cheney told a news conference 
Friday. r 

Mr. Cheney arrived in Tokyo 
from Seoul where be announced 
that the two countries agreed to 
postpone the second phase of 
U.S. troop withdrawal from 
South Korea because of suspi- 
cions that North Korea was going 
ahead with a nuclear weapons 
programme. 

Japanese Foreign Minister 
Michio Waianabe welcomed the 
decision Friday, saying it would 
put pressure for North Korea to 
open up its nuclear facilities to 
inspection," Mr. Watanabe told a 
separate news co n fe re nce. 

Japanese Vice. Defence Minis- 
ter Akira FGyoshi, speaking at a 
newspaper symposium Thursday, 
also called North Korea’s re- 
ported plans “Japan's biggest 


threat” because most of the coun- 
try would come within range of 
the improved ground-to-ground 
Scud-B missiles known to be in 
North Korea's arsenals. 

Mr. Cheney said the issue was 
not only a. regional matter. 

“Beyond the peninsula, North 
Korea’s 40-year history of aggres- 
sion, terrorism, and irre sp onsible 
weapons sales adds to toe con- 
cern over its potential possession 
of nuclear weapons and mate- 
rials ” he said. 

Mr. Cheney, however, refused 
to say whether or not Washington 
was considering future military 
action against North Korea to 
destroy the nuclear facilities. 

Mr. Cheney said be did not 
rule out the possibility that South 
Korea and Japan would buy adv- 
anced mi sal e-defence systems, 
the same type used during the 
Gulf war. 

He also called attention to the 
importance of the U.S. Strategic 
Defence Initiative (SDI) prog- 
. ra mm e — the “Star Wars" space- 
based missile defence system. 
Congress recently approved a 
Substantial part of the funding for 
the plan, to be completed by the 
end of the decade. 

North Korea, a signatory to the 
Nuclear Non-Frollferation Trea- 


ty, has refused to international 
inspection of its nuclear facilities 
at the Yongbyon plant, 95 
kilometres north of Pyongyang, 
and denied it was making nuclear 
weapons. 

Japan has made international 
inspection of the plant a require- 
ment in normalisation talks with 
North Korea under way since last 
year. 

In Seoul, the newspaper Dong- 
A Ilbo reported that the North 
Korean government had already 
decided to allow inspection of its 
facilities by the International 
Atomic Energy Agency but had 
yet to make the decision public. 

Meanwhile, North Korea 
angrily denounced Friday the 
signing in Seoul of a U.S.-South 
Korean “wartime support agree- 
ment,” saying it made “the pro- 
vocation of an adventurous war 
against the North a fait accom- 
pli.” 


“In a nutshell,” Rodong Sin- 
mun said in the report monitored 
in Tokyo, the document gave 
Washington “the right to freely 
requisition human and material 
resources of South Korea for a 
war." 

“What is more dangerous is 
that the ’agreement' is a war 
document which makes the pro- 
vocation of an adventurous war 
against the North a fait accom- 
pli.'' the agency added. 


troy our non-existent ‘nuclear 
facilities' and even a 120-day war 
scenario.” the Pyongyang daily 
alleged. 

North Korea has decided to 
sign an accord obliging it to allow 
international inspection of its 
nuclear programme, a leading 
Seoul newspaper said Friday. 


The Dong-A Bbo quoted 
official 


Pyongyang's official newspaper 
Rodong Sinmnn called the accord 
u an aggressive and predatory war 
agreement which gives the Un- 
ited States a free hand to further 
strengthen its military domina- 
tion over South Korea,” toe Ko- 
rean Central News Agency 
(KCNA) reported. 


It attacked South Korean Pres- 
ident Rob Tae Woo and his gov- 
ernment for having “sold off to 
the U.S. imperialist aggressors 
not only the territory, air and sea 
of South Korea but also toe soul 
and viscera of the nation.” 

The accord was signed in Seoul 
Thursday when Mr. Cheney held 
an annual joint strategy review 
with South Korean counterpart 
Lee Jong-Koo. 

Under the agreement, Seoul 
will give military and logistic sup- 
port to U.S. troops in the event of 
conflict on the peninsula. 

“This means that the U.S. im- 
perialists have secured precondi- 
tions to ignite a war on the 
Korean peninsula," it said. 

The U.S. military had worked 
out an operational plan “to des* 


senior government official as 
saying: “The North has already 
made a decision internally to sign 
toe nuclear safeguards agree- 
ment.” 

The information came from the 
United States and China, the 
official was quoted as saying. 

The newspaper said North 
Korea was expe cted to sign toe 
accord with . the international 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), 
a Geneva-based United Nations 
agency, by next February. 


Foreign Ministry officials de- 
clined to comment on the report. 

Japan Friday welcomed the de- 
cision to postpone the U-S troop 
withdrawals. 

“It will help speed up negotia- 
tions for North Korea to open op 
its nuclear facilities to inspec- 
tion,” Foreign Minister Mkfaio 
Watanabe told a news confer- 
ence. 



Thousands attracted 
to camel fair 


BEAUFORT (AP) — A man 
who floated in a box for two days 
after his boat sank was rescued 
Tuesday from the Atlantic 
Ocean, the Coast Guard said. 
Lamar Campbell, 24, was in 
stable condition at Beaufort 
Memorial Hospital. He suff e r ed 
dehydration and hypothermia, 
authorities said. A man who was 
with Campbell when their shrimp 
boat sank Sunday hadn’t been 
found by late Tuesday night A 
Coast Guard helicopter was re- 
turning to Savannah, Gecvpa, 
when Campbell was spotted eight 
kilometres off the coast of Fripp 
Island, off Sooth Carolina’s 
southern coastline. It was about 
200 kilometres soath of where the 
28-foot (816-metre) shrimp boat 
Little Rose went down. “We saw 
there was something in the wa- 
ter,” flight mechanic Jim Udback 
said. “At first we thought rt was a 
cooler. Then we saw him wav- 
ing.” Campbell told R nma w i i 
he bad been in the 4-foot-by-4^ 
foot (lV4-mctre-by-lWmetre) 
box since the boat went down. 
The box appeared to be an engine 
cover, ensign Mark Flnitt said. ■ 
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Frenchman ends 
journey across 
Pacific 

ILWACO, Washington (AP) — 
Frenchman Gerard d’AboviQe ar- 
rived at this small fishing village, 
ending a 10, 136- kilometre solo- 
rowing adventure across the Paci- 
fic Ocean from Japan. He held up 
his oars in greeting as he floated 
past toe docks at this town on the 
southwestern tip of Washington. 
French and American flags flew 
from his 26-foot (8-metre) row- 
boat. D’AboviUe, 42, was 
cheered by a crowd that included 
family, friends and dozens of 
■French journalists as he eased Us 
kayak-like boat the dock 134 days 
after he began his historic 
voyage. The U.S. Coast Guard 
escorted d’Aboville across the 
Colombia River Bar, the area of 
turbulence where river currents 
collide with ocean waves. As he 
approached toe coast Thursday 
morning, he celebrated with a 
glass of red wine. 
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PUSHKAR, India (AP) — The 
dealers were on the lookout for 
knock-kneed camels, pilgrims 
bathed in holy water, and the 
tourists were entertained by 
dancing eunuchs. By the time it 
ended Thursday, an estimated 

400.000 people came to bargain 

for 15,357 camels cr just to watch 
the sheer spectacle of one of the 
world’s largest camel fairs. The 
four-day fair is held annually on 
toe full moon heralding winter in 
the Rajasthan Desert of northern 
India, attracting buyers and sel- 
lers in brilliant day-glow turbans. 
Cbotu Singfa, a came] merchant 
from the Nagar district, was in 
toe market for four animals, ftrf 
which he expecte 4 to pay 35,000 
to 40,000 rupees ,375-1 ,560). 

I watch its legs to see that they 
don’t knock together,” said Singh 
“When the camel is walking, it’s 
important that the legs do not 
swing out to the side. Also when 
looking at a camel from a dis- 
tance you should not be able to 
see its teeth." On toe skimpy 
farmlands of Rajasthan, camels 
far outnumber tractors or any 
other livestock. A 5-year-old 
male at its peak can fetch up to 

20.000 rupees ($785). A camel 
may have more than 20 working 
years. Males are favoured over 
females. “The females are softer, 
like our women,” grinned Hazir 
Nagara, who has been coming to 
the Pnshkar Market for 20 yean. 

Man rescued from 
ocean 2 days after 
boat sinks 
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Court rules In 
favour of dog meat 
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SEOUL (AP) — A judge ruled 
that dog meat cannot be de- 
scribed as a “repugnant” food in 
South Korea because many Ko- 
reans enjoy it. Judge Kim 
of tiie Seoul District CSvO Court 
ruled in favonr of Onm Tn ^Twm, . 
a dog meat seller seeking com- 
pensation from a taxi company 
for spinal injuries he suffered' 
when a taxi collided with his 
motorcycle in August. Chung’s' 
daim for about $300,000 in com- : 
pensatioQ wn based in puck on 
income last for mabOity' to carry 
out his sales activities since An--. 
gnst. The tan company refused to 
pay , contenting that Mr. Chang* 
business was illegal. It said he was 
scISng dog meat banned by the 
Ministry of Health «wl Social 
Affairs as a “repugnant* 7 food.-, 
But tiie judge, in South Korea’s 
first court ruling on dog meal* 
said the nation's food law doesn’t . 
specifically ban it, Afthangft dog 1 

meat bas not been sold openly at 

restaurants, the government’s 
crackdown on its sale been - 
unofficial so for, he sakL 
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